
 

A. PROTECTED AREA DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT 

 
 

A.1. Protected Area Management 
 

Protected areas are the cornerstone of 

biodiversity conservation in the Philippines. 

As of 2025, the NIPAS consists of 251 

Protected Areas (PAs) covering 

7,879,063.91 hectares. This is composed 

of 121 Legislated PAs, 13 Proclaimed PAs, 

and 117 Initial Components. 

 

Of the country’s 30,000,000-hectare total 

land area, approximately 4,586,555.79 hectares (15.29%) are Terrestrial PAs, while of the 220,644,600 

hectares of total water area (including the Exclusive Economic Zone), 3,292,508.12 hectares (1.49%) 

constitute Marine PAs. 

 

Additionally, 14 of these 251 PAs are recognized as ASEAN Heritage Parks (AHPs). These sites are 

distinguished by their unique biodiversity, exceptional ecosystems, and outstanding values in wilderness, 

culture, research, and tourism. 
 

 
 

 

As of February 2026, the country's KBAs have 

been re-evaluated using the updated global 

assessment criteria in order to align with  the 

2016 IUCN Standard. The Philippines has 

315 identified Key Biodiversity Areas 

(KBAs) covering a total of 53,225,110 

hectares. These include 29 Integrated KBAs 

with a combined area of 37,475,010 hectares, 

102 Marine KBAs covering 8,319,589 

hectares, and 184 Terrestrial KBAs covering 

7,257,568 hectares. 



 

A.2. Protected Area Visitors and Revenue Generated 

 

For 2025, a total of 6,770,248 PA visitors were 

recorded. Local residents accounted for the vast 

majority of visitors at 87.15%, while foreign tourists 

made up the remaining 12.85%. In terms of sex, 

females comprised the majority of visitors at 52.15%, 

with males accounting for the remaining 47.85%. 

 

Approximately, PhP 1.38B was generated from 

protected area operations and has been deposited in 

the Integrated Protected Area Fund (IPAF). 

 

 

A.3. Caves and Inland Wetlands 

 

As of 2025, the Bureau identified 4,589 caves 

nationwide, 706 (15.38%) of which are located 

within PAs. Currently, only 493 caves (10.74%) 

have an established management plan (MP), 

with 101 of these sites situated within PA 

boundaries. 
  

Regarding Inland Wetlands, the Bureau 

has recorded 996 identified sites, with 

211 (21.18%) situated within PAs. 

Management plans (MPs) have been 

established for 169 (16.97%) of these 

wetlands, including 50 sites that are 

currently managed within the PA 

framework. 

 

Furthermore, 10 of these wetlands are designated as Ramsar Sites.  These are wetlands of International 

Importance designated under the Ramsar Convention to promote the conservation and sustainable use of 

wetlands. 

 

Moreover, there are 7 Flyway Network Sites - these are specific habitats recognized as vital resting or 

breeding grounds for migratory birds along the East Asian- Australasian Flyway (EAAF), ensuring their 

survival during long-distance seasonal journeys. 

 



 

B. PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF WILDLIFE 
 

As of 2025, the Philippines recorded 22,480+ species of wild fauna, which includes an estimated 21,000+ 

species of invertebrates. Of this total, 781 species are endemic to the country. In the same period, known 

wild flora reached 11,435+ species, including an estimated 1,200+ bryophytes. Among these, 4,928 

species are recognized as endemic to the Philippines. 

 

Based on the  DAO on threatened species, 

there are 1,106 threatened fauna and 1,237 

threatened flora species. Of these, 27 are 

considered as Priority Threatened 

Species, including the Philippine Eagle, 

Tamaraw, Philippine Cockatoo, Philippine 

Pangolin, Dugong, and various species of 

flying foxes, crocodiles, and marine turtles, 

etc. 

 

 

 

As of April 2026, there are 13 declared Critical Habitats (CHs) to 

ensure conservation and protection of  threatened species. During 

the same period, 144 additional sites have been proposed as CHs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In terms of wildlife enforcement and  trade and transport of wildlife, 523 Wildlife Traffic Monitoring Units 

(WTMUs) are deployed nationwide. Furthermore, 2,372 Wildlife Enforcement Officers (WEOs) have 

been designated or deputized to apprehend violators and seize illegal wildlife products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

C.  MANAGEMENT OF COASTAL AND MARINE RESOURCES/AREA 
 

C.1. Corals, Mangroves, and Seagrass 
 

The data below outlines the total area of the Philippines' key coastal ecosystems—coral reefs, mangrove 

forests, and seagrass beds—and the proportion of these habitats situated within Protected Areas (PAs). 

 

C.2. Biodiversity-Friendly Enterprises 
 

● As of 2025, there are 139 established People’s Organizations (POs) managing Biodiversity-

Friendly Enterprises (BDFE) utilizing resources in our marine protected areas. 

 

● These organizations engaged an estimated 7,978 individuals in BDFE and resource-based 

livelihood activities, all implemented in accordance with DAO 2021-13 providing Guidelines for the 

Development and Recognition of Biodiversity-Friendly Enterprises (BDFEs) in Protected Areas 

under National Integrated Protected Area System (NIPAS) and Conservation Areas, Providing for 

Incentives and Supporting Mechanisms 

 

● Overall, there are 174 BDFEs supported by the Coastal and Marine Ecosystems Management 

Program (CMEMP). 

 

C.3. Marine Protected Area Networks (MPAN) Establishment and Strengthening 

 

● As of 2025, Sixty-Four (64) Marine Protected Area Networks have been established on the 

basis of ecological, institutional, and economic connectivity. 

● MPA networks link individual conservation areas to protect marine ecosystems collectively. 

By connecting habitats and migration pathways, networks boost ecological resilience, 

conserve biodiversity, and replenish commodities while improving administrative and 

financial efficiency across governments and authorities.   

 

C.4. Marine Scientific Research Stations 
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