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1.0 Introduction 
 
The Philippines has been a member-party to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) since June 12, 1992. In 2010, member-parties adopted in Nagoya, Japan, the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 with the purpose of inspiring broad-based 
action in support of biodiversity by all countries and stakeholders over the next decade. 
The Strategic Plan is comprised of a shared vision, a mission, strategic goals, and 20 
ambitious yet achievable targets, collectively known as the Aichi Targets. It serves as a 
flexible framework for the establishment of national and regional targets and promotes 
the coherent and effective implementation of the three objectives of the CBD.  The 20 
Aichi Targets are grouped into five strategic goals with each goal addressing the different 
challenges facing biodiversity conservation.  
 
Target 17 obliges all Parties to formulate their national biodiversity strategy and action 
plans (NBSAP). The Philippines has achieved this Target and has submitted the 
Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP) 2015-2028 in June 2016.  The 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has adopted the PBSAP 
through Administrative Order 2016-143.   
 
Member-parties to the CBD are likewise required by Article 26 of the CBD to submit 
national reports to the Conference of the Parties (CoP) on measures taken for the 
implementation of the Convention and their effectiveness in meeting its objectives. The 
national report should provide a final review of progress in the implementation of the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
(ABTs). This includes relevant targets of NBSAPs and other actions taken to implement 
the Convention. Parties should provide updates since the last national report, including 
information on new or recently completed actions or efforts, and recent changes to the 
status and trends of biodiversity and to the pressures on it.   
 
Parties are encouraged to involve relevant stakeholders in the preparation of their national 
report. This includes national focal points for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the 
Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from Their Utilization as well as the national focal points for the 
biodiversity-related Conventions, the Rio Conventions and other relevant international 
and regional conventions. Representatives of indigenous peoples and local communities, 
as well as representatives from relevant sectors, business, civil society organizations and 
non-governmental organizations should also be involved in the preparation of the 
national report. 
 
The Philippines is expected to submit in December 2018 its Sixth National Report (6NR) 
to the CBD. The Report will focus on: 1) assessing progress towards meeting the 20 
targets and related indicator/s in the PBSAP 2015-2028, the country’s roadmap for 
conserving and managing biodiversity resources and integrating biodiversity objectives 
into national development and sectoral planning frameworks; 2) evaluating the 
effectiveness of the measures taken, identifying  lessons learned, the technical, scientific 
and capacity needs, as well as needs for implementation support; and, 3) describing the 
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national contribution, including those of  Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities 
towards achievement of ABTs, and the targets of the Global Strategy for Plant 
Conservation. The CBD has provided the Guidelines for the preparation of the Report – 
the process, structure and format, suggested approaches and proposed stakeholders.   
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through the 
Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) is leading the conduct of Consultation/ 
Workshops nationwide for the preparation of the 6NR back-to-back with the localization 
of the PBSAP. The process in preparing the Report will be participatory and involves 
various stakeholders nationwide. About ten regional Consultation/Workshops will be 
held covering all regions in the country. 
 
The second Consultation/Workshop, covering Region 8, was held on May 15-18, 2018 at 
The Oriental Hotel in Tacloban City. The Program of Activities is attached as Annex 1.  
 
1.1 Objectives 
 
The objectives of the Consultation/Workshop are to: (1) discuss the accomplishments of 
Regions 8 in meeting the targets of the PBSAP and report on these accomplishments 
using the 6NR Matrix Template; and, (2) discuss and set the 2019-2028 Provincial targets 
and identify major activities to be implemented from 2019-2020.  
 
1.2 Participants 
 
A total of 119 participants attended the Consultation/Workshop representing various 
offices such as government, civil society organizations (CSOs), and research and 
academic institutions. The DENR was represented by its Bureaus, namely: the BMB, 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau (ERDB), and the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB). It was also represented through its field office, the DENR - Region 8. 
Other government agencies that were represented include the: Department of Agriculture 
(DA), DA- Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM), DA- Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR),  Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), Department of 
Public Works and Highways (DPWH),  Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board 
(HLURB), and the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA).  The research 
and academic institutions were represented by Eastern Visayan State University, Samar 
State University, Visayas State University, and the Naval State University. The Local 
Government Units were represented by the Municipality of Cabucgayan (Biliran 
Province), Municipality of Can-Avid and Municipality of Maydolong (Eastern Samar 
Province), and Municipality of Hindang (Leyte Province),  CSO representatives include 
the Guiuan Development Foundation, Inc. (GDFI), Center for Empowerment and 
Resource Development, Inc. (CERD), Eastern Visayas Partnership for Rural 
Development (EVPRD), Green Mindanao, Northern Samar Environmental Protectors, 
Inc. - University of Eastern Philippines (NSEP-UEP), Zoological Society of the London 
(ZSL) - Philippines, International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR), and the 
HARIBON Foundation.  
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Also, in attendance were the members of the 6NR Project Team. The breakdown of 
participants is seen below.  
 

Composition Number of Invited Number of Attended 
NGAs 40 69 (172%) 

Academe 5 8 (160%) 
LGUs 9 10 (111%) 
NGOs 8 12 (150%) 
Others 16 20 (125%) 

TOTAL 78 119 (152%) 
 
Of the 119 who attended the Workshop/Consultation, 68 participants were female while 
51 participants were female. The Directory of Participants is attached as Annex 2. 
 
2.0 Opening Session 
 
2.1 Welcome Message 
 
The Welcome Address was given by Atty. Crizaldy M. Barcelo, CESO III, Regional 
Director (RD) for DENR - Region 8. In his Address, RD Barcelo expressed his 
enthusiasm in participating in the Consultation/Workshop. He said that the activity 
provides the participants a unique opportunity to renew contacts, discuss problems of 
mutual interest, facilitate sharing of information, and encourage the participation of all 
stakeholders in biodiversity conservation. Through discourse and heightened discussions, 
the participants will learn more about the state of the country’s biodiversity, how it is 
used, developed, and managed sustainably. He also recognized the significant input that 
indigenous peoples (IPs), CSOs, and local communities can provide on biodiversity. This 
information will lead to better decision making in securing funds, passing policies 
towards biodiversity conservation, and, eventually, sustaining economic growth. In 
closing, RD Barcelo challenged the participants to be candid in measuring the region’s 
success in biodiversity conservation. He also encouraged them to surface 
accomplishments in conserving biodiversity that they can be proud of and boast about.  
His presentation is attached as Annex 3.  
 
2.2 Workshop Overview 
 
Ms. Socorro Feliciano (UNDP Consultant/Lead Facilitator) provided the Workshop 
Overview and explained the role of the Philippines as a member-party to the CBD. She 
stressed that the 6NR is not just a report for submission but is also a way for regions to 
highlight their accomplishments towards the conservation of biodiversity. Afterwards, 
she presented the objectives and expected outputs, namely to: (1) discuss the 
accomplishments of regions in meeting the targets of the PBSAP and report on these 
accomplishments using the 6NR Matrix Template; and, (2) set the 2019-2028 Provincial 
targets and specify major activities to be implemented from 2019-2020.  She also shared 
the Discussion Flow and Process for the entire Consultation/Workshop. The Workshop 
Overview is attached as Annex 4.  
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3.0 The Philippine Development Plan (PDP), PBSAP, and the 6NR 
 
In order to contextualize the Consultation/Workshop, BMB Assistant Director (AD) 
Armida Andres presented the PBSAP 2015-2018 and its alignment to the ABTs and the 
current PDP. AD Andres expressed that, as one of 17 megadiverse countries in the world, 
it is important for the Philippines to conserve its biodiversity not just for biodiversity 
alone but also for the ecosystem services that it provides. She cited that fish stocks, 
carbon sequestration and climate regulation, ecotourism, and seed dispersal are just some 
of the ecosystem services that we benefit from. Yet, conservation activities still lack 
funding. It is important to note, however, that the latest PDP with the overarching goal to 
improve human well-being includes, for the first time, the sustained diversity and 
functioning of ecosystem services as an integral part of achieving this goal.  
 
The PBSAP framework is linked to the improvement of human well-being and aims to 
improve the state of the country’s biodiversity and enhance ecosystem services. The 
PBSAP also shares the goals of the ABTs in: a) addressing causes of biodiversity loss; b) 
reducing pressures that threaten biodiversity; c) improving the conservation status of 
species and protected areas; d) enhancing ecosystem services and benefits; and e) 
enhancing implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management and 
capacity building. With the inclusion of biodiversity conservation in the PDP, 
biodiversity conservation is to be included in all development projects as stipulated in 
Section 40 of the General Appropriations Act (GAA). This is to ensure compliance by the 
DENR and LGUs in the implementation of the PBSAP.  
 
AD Andres also presented the regional context of the PBSAP and discussed the 20 targets 
of the PBSAP. She emphasized that, more than a country obligation as party to the CBD, 
the 6NR is also a means for the regions to highlight their accomplishments and best 
practices in biodiversity conservation. The full presentation is attached as Annex 5.  
 
In the Open Forum that followed, the following issues and concerns were raised, and 
inputs were provided: 
 
 Mr. Ditto de la Rosa (HARIBON Foundation) asked whether the participants could get 

copies of the species action plans and whether these plans will be included in the 6NR. 
AD Andres responded that the species action plans are already found in the 
NAPERSEP. She added that, over the course of the discussion, the 6NR Team can 
provide copies of the NAPERSEP to serve as a basis for the groups’ species 
conservation initiatives.  

 Mr. Jerome Montemayor (IIRR) asked when the list of KBAs could be reviewed, since 
this is important for the long-term management of KBAs.  He stated that it would also 
allow for the assessment and possible inclusion of areas worthy being KBAs. AD 
Andres responded and agreed that it is indeed time to revisit the list of KBAs. She 
added that, when the Conservation Priority Areas and KBA candidates were identified, 
this was only based on information available at that time and has not been revisited. 
She also stated that, since this issue was also raised during the Cebu Consultation and 
is likely to be raised in the Luzon and Mindanao consultations, the Bureau would push 
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for the proposal on the assessment of existing KBAs and the possible inclusion of 
other areas that are worthy to be KBAs.    

 Mr. Gregorio Sarmiento (EVPRD) asked whether the abaca systems and seaweed 
farming in Northern and Eastern Samar might be considered as Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS). He stated that the provinces were unsure 
whether their agricultural systems were of global significance enough to be nominated 
as GIAHS. He also asked whether it would still be possible to submit nominations to 
the GIAHS Initiative. AD Andres responded that they should inform the BMB about 
agricultural systems, for possible inclusion in the report. She also said that the 
participants would be provided with an assessment guide on agricultural heritage 
systems so that the provinces can continue to make nominations.  

 Ms. Annabelle Guanzon (HLURB) informed the group that out of the 143 LGUs or 
municipalities in Region 8, including those within KBAs, only 23 LGUs have 
approved 10-year plans. Of these 23 LGUs, only 12 LGUs have approved plans from 
2013-2018. She said that this is a small number for the region, and this could be the 
same case for the other regions. Ms. Guanzon reported that LGUs are struggling to 
update their CLUPs and FLUPs because there seems to be no data available, such that 
the LGUs do not know what species they have and what they should be protecting. 
She suggested that BMB help LGUs with their provincial development plans so that 
biodiversity initiatives can be better understood and integrated into these plans. AD 
Andres responded and thanked Ms. Guanzon for pointing out the difficulties in 
integrating biodiversity conservation initiatives. She reiterated that the regional 
Consultation/Workshop could serve as way to consolidate data in provinces. She also 
cited the need to develop a monitoring network so that data can move from the ground 
up. She agreed on the need for focus group discussions with the DENR, HLURB, and 
DILG so that capacitation needs can be addressed, and biodiversity conservation 
initiatives are better integrated into the provincial development plans.  
 

4.0 Overview of the 6NR 
 
Dr. Mary Jean Caleda (UNDP Consultant/6NRWriter) gave a brief overview on the 6NR. 
She cited Article 26 of the Convention which states that Parties shall report their progress 
in the implementation of the provisions of the Convention and their effectiveness in 
meeting the objectives of the CBD. This includes monitoring and reviewing the 
implementation of the NBSAP. In the Philippines, this involves reporting on the 
country’s accomplishments in meeting the 20 Targets of the PBSAP.  
 
Dr. Caleda showed the various iterations of the Philippine National Reports and 
mentioned that it will be the first time for the Philippines to submit its report online. She 
mentioned that the results the 6NR would feed into sub-regional and global biodiversity 
assessments.   
 
The 6NR consists of seven sections. Section I includes information on the 20 Targets in 
the PBSAP. Section II delves into the implementation measures, assessments, obstacles, 
and scientific and technical needs of the 20 Targets. Section III, consists of the 
assessment of progress towards meeting each national target. Dr. Caleda stated that the 
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Consultation/Workshop mainly focuses on acquiring data for Sections II and III. Section 
IV relates to the contribution of the country in meeting the ABTs. Section V describes the 
contributions of the country towards the Global Plant Conservation Strategy, while 
Section VI provides additional information on the contribution of the IPLCs in meeting 
the ABTs. Lastly, Section VII involves the updating of the biodiversity country profiles.  
 
Dr. Caleda emphasized that the 6NR intends capture the best practices and 
accomplishments of Region 8 from 2014-2017.   
 
The Overview of the 6NR is attached as Annex 6.  
 
5.0 The Lawaan (Municipality) Integrated Ecosystems Conservation Project 

(LIECP) 
 
Ms. Racelle Rescordado, Project Assistant (GDFI), shared the achievements of the 
LIECP implemented by the GDFI and funded through the UNDP Small Grants Program 
(SGP)-5. The project started on 6 September 2016 and will end on 20 May 2018.  
 
Ms. Rescordado said that the project was designed to respond to the following key 
environmental problems: 1) lack of capacity, resources, and opportunities for the 
implementation of non-destructive and sustainable livelihoods; 2) low public awareness 
on the importance of biodiversity; 3) lack of integrated governance mechanisms on 
biodiversity conservation; 4) insufficient management mechanisms and strategies that 
result in continuing illegal and destructive activities; and, 5) the impacts of Typhoon 
Yolanda on the natural ecosystems in Lawaan.  
 
To address these problems, GDFI updated the biodiversity information of the area, held 
capacity building workshops on natural resources management and biodiversity 
conservation, and ensured effective and localized management regimes. Ms. Rescordado 
also mentioned that GDFI introduced and established demonstration centers for non-
destructive biodiversity friendly livelihoods and facilitated the coordination between 
marine sanctuaries in Lawaan and the other MPAs in the province. Through this 
approach, the GDFI acquired baseline data on the natural ecosystems and biodiversity of 
Lawaan, implemented and sustained biodiversity conservation strategies, and provided 
opportunities for alternative livelihoods that are biodiversity friendly.  
 
Ms. Rescordado reported that Lawaan is home to 67 avifaunal species across 37 families 
with 24 endemic species. Of these 67 species, 11 are threatened, eight are Vulnerable, 
and three are Near Threatened. For Mammals, Lawaan has 23 species across six orders 
with one Endangered, five Vulnerable, and three Near Threatened. Lawaan also has 20 
species of Herpetofauna. Moreover, Lawaan is also rich in floral species with 19 endemic 
species out of 133 species. Lawaan also has several healthy freshwater systems that are 
home to 32 species of phytoplankton, 12 species of macroinvertebrates, and 45 species of 
fish. Ms. Rescordado also revealed that out of the 40 species of mangroves in the 
Philippines, Lawaan is home to 21 of these species.  
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The GDFI also involved all stakeholders in the conduct of biophysical assessments and 
monitoring. By involving the community, the GDFI was able to equip the municipality 
with the capability to conduct biophysical assessments on their own. This ensured project 
continuity. Several partnerships were also established with the LGUs of neighboring 
municipalities, Samar Island Natural Park- Protected Area Management Board (PAMB), 
Nature Life International, Institute of Tropical Ecology and Environmental Management 
(ITEEM-VSU), and the UP Visayas Tacloban College. Through these partnerships, 
Lawaan engaged in science-based participatory research and received assistance in 
drafting their FLUP.  
 
Through the project, Lawaan was also able to establish biodiversity-friendly livelihoods 
like the Lain Mangrove Eco-Park, Upland Ube Production, Wing Oyster Culture in 
Modular Longline, and Bangus Fish Culture. In closing, Ms. Rescordado advised that 
communities must always be engaged in biodiversity conservation matters. This not only 
empowers the community but also allows them to recognize and acknowledge their roles 
and gain in conserving biodiversity.  
 
Her presentation on the LIECP is attached as Annex 7.  
 
6.0 Workshop 1 Mechanics: 6NR Matrix 
 
Dr. Caleda gave a brief presentation on the Workshop 1 Mechanics for the preparation of 
the 6NR, which focuses on the identification of regional accomplishments to meet the 
PBSAP targets for the period March 2014- December 2017. She encouraged participants 
to share the accomplishments that their provinces are proud of so that these can be 
included in the 6NR and stressed that the provinces should report on outcomes and 
results, where available.  
 
Dr. Caleda explained how to fill up the matrix. She emphasized that, for the 
accomplishments, it was important to include information on the overall impact of the 
measure in meeting the target, changes in status and trends of biodiversity, changes to the 
pressures on biodiversity or the drivers of its loss, and changes in socio-economic 
conditions (awareness of biodiversity, changes in resource availability, changes in 
government policies, changes in the behavior of major sectors in the province). For 
targets that are quantitative in nature, it was important to report the extent of the 
achievement in relation to the target value in percentages.  
 
Once the accomplishments have been identified, the progress towards meeting the target, 
effectiveness of the measure, level of confidence in reporting the measure, and adequacy 
of monitoring are to be reported. She also asked participants to identify the challenges, 
obstacles, and barriers in achieving target outcomes and the scientific, technical, and 
capacity needs (programs, equipment, experts, etc.) for implementation of conservation 
programs. She also asked the participants to list down all their references (reports, 
publications, scientific articles, etc.).  
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The participants were grouped according to province and asked to assign a Rapporteur to 
report the results in plenary. The Workshop Groups were instructed to discuss Targets 1-
20 and report in plenary only the top three accomplishments of their province. A 
Facilitator and Documenter were assigned per group. 
 
The Workshop 1 Mechanics is attached as Annex 8 and the 6NR Matrix is attached as 
Annex 8A. 
 
6.1 Workshop 1: Plenary Presentation of Results  
 
Six provinces (Biliran, Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, Samar, Leyte and Southern 
Leyte) submitted their accomplishments for Targets 1-20 and reported their top three 
accomplishments for possible inclusion in the 6NR. The full Workshop results and the 
PowerPoint presentations highlighting the targets and accomplishments are shown in 
Annexes 9A to 9F-1. 
 
Table 1 shows the summary of the top three accomplishments reported by the provinces. 
 
Challenges and needs 
 
The Workshop Groups identified the need for technical experts in identifying terrestrial 
and marine biodiversity, and in conducting science-based research. They suggested that 
academic institutions should also receive assistance from the DENR since these 
institutions conduct field researches. They also identified the need for more trainings on 
community-based ecotourism, biodiversity assessment, and biodiversity conservation. 
Through these trainings, the stakeholders can better implement regulations and protect 
species. They also shared that there is a lack of logistical and financial support to carry 
out biodiversity conservation initiatives. These include materials for biodiversity 
assessment surveys and caving equipment. Lastly, they cited the need for establishing and 
strengthening partnerships with CSOs to maximize resources and reduce costs. 
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Province Target Summary of Accomplishments Progress Effectiveness 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 
Biliran 1  3 Critically Endangered, 3 Endangered, and 6 Vulnerable species  

 Critically Endangered (Sus cebifrons, Cervus alfredi, Cacatua 
haematuropygia) 

 Endangered (Acerodon jubatus, Penelopides panini, Gallicolumba 
criniger) 

 Vulnerable (Sus philippensis, Ducula poliocephala, Buceros 
hydrocorax, Tanygnathus lucionensis, Bubo philippensis, Varanus 
salvator) 

          

7  4 irrigation systems in the province sourced from KBAs (0.55 m3/s)           

 9 KBA sites serve as ecotourism destinations           
12  Increase in number of POs, NGOs, and communities involved in 

biodiversity conservation 
          

Leyte 1  Critically Endangered (Hawksbill Turtle), Endangered (Visayan 
Hornbill, Molave), Vulnerable (Pandan)  

          

4  Germplasm on root crops in VSU           

 On-going research on dipterocarp germplasm           
17  Presence of local ordinance (Resolution No. 097-2014) on Leyte 

Sab-a Basin Peatland as a local conservation site 
          

 Cuatro Island Protected Landscape Proclamation           

 Mahagnao Volcano and National Park Proclamation           

 Lake Danao National Park Proclamation           
S. Leyte 1  Terrestrial Ecosystem: Fauna Species: 123 Bird Species (2 

endangered, 9 vulnerable, 8 near-threatened); 26 Reptiles (2 
vulnerable), 25 Amphibians (3 vulnerable), 21 Mammals (2 
vulnerable, 1 near-threatened); Flora Species: 165 Tree Species (13 
Critically Endangered, 2 Endangered, 16 Vulnerable) 

 Marine Ecosystem: Fauna Species: (1 Critically Endangered, 4 
Endangered Species) 

 Two (2) established Biodiversity Monitoring Sites in Mt. Nacolod  

          

14  National Greening Program (9,520.2 has) 
 Established 12,111 has NGP sites (upland) 
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Province Target Summary of Accomplishments Progress Effectiveness Confidence Monitoring 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 

 Established 971 has. Mangrove and Beach Forest Development 
Project (as of August 2016) 

16  Detailed assessment and classification of 2 caves in 2016 with 
approved management plan in 2017 (Guinsohotan Cave and 
Cambaro Cave) 

 Conducted inventory of 18 out of 38 caves 

                 

E. 
Samar 

1  66 Avifaunal Species; 52 Least Concerned; 3 Near Threatened; 8 
Vulnerable 

 Vulnerable Species (Visayan Wattled Broadbill, Tarictic Hornbill, 
Philippine Mallard, Philippine Eagle Owl, Ashy Brown Thrush, 
Philippine Hawk Owl, Celestial Monarch, Philippine Sailfin Lizard, 
Southeast Asian Box Turtle, Southeast Asian Toad, Philippine Warty 
Pig, Philippine Brown Deer)  

 Near Threatened Species (Blue-naped parrot, Philippine fairy 
bluebird, Silvery kingfisher, Giant Philippine Frog, Large, Flying 
Fox, Philippine Tarsier) 

 Critically Endangered (Philippine Cockatoo) 
 Endangered (Golden Crown Flying Fox) 

                 

16  Largest karst area in the Philippines is in Samar 
 Only 3 caves have been assessed as of 2018 (Linao Cave, 

Talubagnan Cave, Gahoy Cave)  

                 

18  Fisherfolk’s Day participated by 7 municipalities, NGOs, LGUs, 
fisherfolk, academe, and private sector (October 22) 

 Arbor Day (June 25)  
 GMRPLS Anniversary to celebrate the declaration of Guiuan as a PA 

(September 26) 
 Coastal Clean Up (Quarterly) 

                 

N. 
Samar 

3  Increase in mangrove (3,120 has), seagrass (310.6 has), and coral  
(3,218.6 has) cover  

                 

7  4 irrigation systems constructed and maintained 
 New ecotourism sites in Biri 
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Province Target Summary of Accomplishments Progress Effectiveness Confidence Monitoring 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 
12  PA Management Effectiveness Scores: Biri Larosa Protected 

Landscape Seascape 17% (2013) to 67% (2016); Samar Island 
Natural Park 48% (2013) to 63% (2016) 

                 

Samar 1  Maintained the conservation status and continuing recovery 
programs of the following species: Philippine Eagle, Rufous 
Hornbill, Tarictic Hornbill, Philippine Brown Deer, Philippine Warty 
Pig, Rafflesia manillana 

                 

9  Strengthened and improved involvement/participation of POs and 
locals in BD-friendly enterprises, ecotourism activities, ecosystem 
restoration, sustainable agricultural practices, and national organic 
programs  

 Four (4) POs engaged in BD-friendly enterprises (TORPEDO, 
Handicrafts, Organic Farming (TAWAD), handicraft using non-
timber products (PHABSAI), 35 individuals involved in Lapu-Lapu 
culture, 30 PO members for Tikog (banig) plantation, 27 
beneficiaries in CPHPL BDFE, 61 POs involved in NGP 

                 



 

 
 

6.2 Open Forum 
 
In the Open Forum, the following issues and concerns were raised, and inputs were 
provided: 
 
Eastern Samar  
 A participant asked whether it was acceptable to measure Target 18 (awareness of 

biodiversity) using the number of stakeholders that attend biodiversity-related 
activities, and if not, what is the accurate measure? Ms. Annabelle Plantilla (BIOFIN) 
responded that Target 18 counts the number of stakeholder groups that become 
partners, supporters, and sponsors in biodiversity-related IEC activities. Ms. Feliciano 
added that the target aims to count the number of media organizations, schools, or 
CSOs that become partners as opposed to the number of individual participants. The 
assumption is that these groups participate in or attend due to their interests, 
advocacies or mandates.  

 Mr. Jerome Montemayor (IIRR) asked whether the targets were being rated based on a 
common understanding of the targets and measures. As a follow-up to the previous 
question, he asked about participants who do not necessarily care about biodiversity 
causes but join IEC campaigns such as fun runs. Ms. Feliciano reiterated that Target 
18 counts institutions and not individual participants. For example, if Globe commits 
to participating in an activity through their employees, then this is an accomplishment 
because Globe Telecom is a big organization.  

 Dr. Simplicia Pasicolan (ERDB) expressed that the basis for determining the 
conservation status of species is still DAO 2004-15. She shared that the Philippine Red 
List Committee has drafted a new DAO updating the list of threatened species, which 
has not yet been approved. She advised to fast track the approval of the update DAO 
so that the conservation status of species can be validated. AD Andres agreed.  Dr. 
Caleda added that whether or not the updated DAO will be approved and released by 
December 2018, reference to this DAO would be added to fully describe the 
conservation status of threatened species in the country. DAO 2004-15 remains as an 
indicator for Target 1 as stated in the PBSAP, however, this could be revised in 
succeeding updates of the PBSAP. 
 

Samar 
 In relation to Target 9, a participant asked about the definition of employment. Other 

participants also asked for a clarification on, whether 1-day employment as a tour 
guide, can be considered as an accomplishment towards Target 9. AD Andres and Ms.  
Plantilla responded that employment would mean being employed in a biodiversity-
related job that earns the individual at least Php 3,000/month.  
 

Other Inputs 
 Ms. Lea Tumabiene (BFAR-Region 8) informed the group that the DA-BFAR is 

assisting LGUs in establishing fish sanctuaries, developing hatcheries, and conducting 
stock enhancement programs for endangered species such as the giant clam and the 
blue swimming crab. She also shared that through the Malinis at Masaganang 
Karagatan Program and National Stock Assessment, BFAR has observed a decline in 
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stocks of sardines and tuna in the wild. She reported that the BFAR encourages LGUs 
to declare certain bans during the fishing seasons.  

 Mr. Dennis Arino (CENRO Pambujan) asked Ms. Tumabiene whether BFAR has 
population numbers on freshwater species, especially the giant shrimp and freshwater 
eel. He also asked whether these species could be considered important enough to be 
included in the list of protected species. Ms. Tumabiene responded that BFAR has also 
observed a decline in the stocks of shrimp and freshwater eel.  BFAR has a hatchery 
facility for these species but the fries come from Mindanao since the breeding 
technology is still being developed. She also shared that the giant shrimp and 
freshwater eel are not part of the Stock Assessment Program of the BFAR in the 
region. However, UPLB has conducted an assessment where Region 8 was part of the 
national study.  

 Ms. Juvilyn Salazar (IIRR) cited that Region 8 is also home to the Philippine Eagle. 
She asked about how stakeholders in the region can better collaborate with the 
Philippine Eagle Foundation Inc. (PEFI) so that the sightings can be closely 
monitored. AD Andres responded that she was recently in communication with Atty. 
Jose Canivel of the Forest Foundation Philippines. There are initial talks with PEFI to 
support the monitoring of the Philippine Eagle in Mt. Nacolod and to recognize Mt. 
Nacolod as a possible breeding site.  

 Mr. Glenn Labrado (ZSL–Philippines) asked how their organization could strengthen 
coordination with BFAR and the DENR. He reported that the Napoleon Wrasse 
(locally known as mameng) is consistently being traded in Guiuan and shipped to 
Tacloban even if this is a protected species. There is also a continuous trade in 
macroinvertebrates and corals. He opined that there are no targets in the matrix that 
are relevant to this. AD Andres responded that a MOA has already been signed 
between the DENR and the BFAR to protect highly threatened and highly traded 
species. She committed to follow up on the implementation of the MOA so that 
cooperation can be translated at both the regional and provincial levels. This will 
ensure the protection of important species such as mameng, seahorses, and corals.  

 A participant suggested strengthening the National Convergence Initiative (NCI) so 
that the directives from agencies such as the DENR, DA-BFAR, and DAR can reach 
the LGUs. He reported that while there may be the MOAs between agencies, these 
lack implementation at the provincial level. AD Andres responded that strengthening 
the NCI is a good suggestion so that information can be cascaded to the LGUs. She 
assured the participants that this concern would be brought up at the central office and 
the NCI.  
 

6.3 Recap of Day 1 
 
Ms. Rachell Abenir (BMB) gave a recap on the events of Day 1 and provided the 
highlights of the day. She began by highlighting the support that RD Crizaldy Barcelo 
expressed for the drafting of the 6NR and the Provincial BSAPs. This was followed by a 
photo session and the presentation of the workshop overview and objectives by Ms. 
Feliciano. Then, DENR-Region 8 gave a video presentation on the workshop house rules. 
Afterwards, AD Andres gave an overview of the PBSAP 2015-2028 and addressed the 
concerns that were raised during the open forum. After the open forum, Dr. Caleda gave 
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an overview of the 6NR. This was followed by the presentation of Ms. Racelle 
Rescordado on the LIECP. She shared that communities must be empowered and 
equipped to ensure project continuity and lasting benefits for both the community and the 
environment. The presentation on the LIECP was followed by an overview of the 6NR 
Workshop Mechanics and participants were briefed by Dr.  Caleda on the steps in filling 
up the 6NR Matrix.  
 
The Recap of Day 1 is attached as Annex 10. 

 
7.0 Workshop 2 Mechanics: Provincial Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(ProvBSAP) Matrix 
 
Ms. Feliciano oriented the participants on the drafting of the ProvBSAP. She reiterated 
that Workshop 1 was retrospective, while Workshop 2 is prospective. She asked the 
participants to use the 6NR Matrix, particularly the lessons learned and needs identified, 
as a guide to identify the next steps that each province can take to meet the PBSAP 
targets.  
 
The participants were tasked to: 1) identify the national targets relevant to their 
provinces; 2) craft provincial targets that could allow the provinces to meet the national 
target, and accompanying time frame (short-term (2019-2020), medium-term (2021-
2024), and long-term (2025-2028); and, 3) identify major activities to be implemented 
and persons responsible, the resources needed (technical, financial, material), and 
possible sources of needs. The participants were asked to break out in Workshop Groups 
per province to work on Targets relevant to their respective provinces, and to report in 
plenary the top five targets and activities planned for the incoming years.  
 
The Workshop 2 Mechanics is attached as Annex 11.  
 
7.1 Workshop 2: Plenary Presentation of Results  
 
Six provinces (Biliran, Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, Samar, Leyte and Southern 
Leyte) submitted their plans to meet Targets 1-20 or those relevant to their provinces and 
reported their top five targets and activities for 2019 and beyond. The full Workshop 
results and the separate power point presentations highlighting provincial targets and 
activities are shown in Annexes 12A to 12F-1. The top five targets and activities are 
highlighted in yellow.  
 
Table 2 shows the summary of top five targets and activities reported by the provinces. 
 



 

 
 

PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

BILIRAN 
1 By 2028, the conservation status 

of Sus cebifrons (Visayan warty 
pig), Cervus alfredi (Visayan 
spotted deer), and Cacatua 
haematuropygia (Philippine 
cockatoo) in Biliran from 2016 
levels is improved or maintained 

   

 Conduct baseline studies 
 On-site conservation 

studies 
 Strengthen IEC campaigns 
 Inter-agency policy 

making 

DENR, LGUs, 
SUCs, NGOs, 
DepEd, CHED, 
POs, PIA, BFAR, 
PNP, AFP 

Financial support, DENR 
Technical Assistance, Quality 
equipment (Spotting scope with 
tripod, camera, GPS, drone, cave 
equipment), policy making 
committee, creative writers, 
graphic designers, videographers 

DENR, LGUs, 
SUCs, NGOs, 
DepEd, 
CHED, POs, 
PIA, BFAR, 
PNP, AFP 

2 Strengthening forest 
protection/LAWIN and BMS 

   

 Establish BMS permanent 
stations 

 Trainings for Deputizing 
(Wildlife Act, etc.) 

 Deputization of Bantay 
Kalikasan, Brgy. Tanods, 
Officials, Pos, other 
stakeholders (NGOs, etc.) 

 Tripartite MOA on forest 
protection 

DENR, PNP, 
AFP, PLGU 

Technical and legal assistance DENR 

13 100% province-wide formulation 
and adoption of enhanced CLUP    

 Drafting, review, and 
approval of enhanced 
CLUP 

HLURB, LGUs Technical assistance HLURB 

16B Conduct classification for 
inventoried caves in Biliran: 
Roque and Dalutan Caves 

   
 Conduct assessment prior 

to classification 
DENR, LGU Cave equipment DENR 

 

18 By 2028, all schools of Biliran 
Province will be aware and 
supportive of biodiversity, its 
importance, and benefits of 
protecting it 

   

 Provide trainings 
 Information drives 
 Module distribution 

DENR, DepEd, 
CHED, LGUs, 
SUCs 

Education materials, billboards, 
signages 

DENR 

LEYTE 
2 Restore 10% of the remaining 

open forests 
   

 Collaboration with other 
NGOs supporting 

All stakeholders Technical, proposal writing, and 
funding support 

All 
stakeholders 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

restoration and 
reforestation activities 

3 Yearly assessment of live corals, 
seagrasses, and mangroves 
especially in PAs 

   

 Capacity building of LGUs 
in the conduct of 
assessment 

LGUs (MPDC 
and MAO), 
BFAR, DENR, 
Academe, NGOs 

Marine biologists, funding 
support, logistics support 

NGOs, marine 
experts, 
DENR, LGUs 

9 Organic farming (75 individuals 
in Leyte)    

 Conduct of continuous 
capacity building 

 Technology transfer to 
other sites 

DAR Funding support, common 
service facility and logistics 
support, technology upgrading 

DAR 

10A Conduct assessment on biological 
and ecological study of 
Margaritifera margaritifera 

   
 Conduct studies on 

abundance and 
reproductive biology 

DENR, Academe Technical experts from the 
academe, funding support 

DENR, 
Academe 

19  Proposed LCA for Mt. 
Nacolod in Leyte side 
(Abuyog – 11,059 has; 
Mahaplag – 7,515.85 has) 

 Proposed LCA for Anonang-
Lobi Range KBA 

   

 Coordination with LGUs 
overlapping with KBAs 

 Area assessment 
 Policy review of the LCA 
 Formulation and 

enactment of LCA 
ordinances 

DENR, LGUs, 
other 
stakeholders 

Technical, logistics, and financial 
support 

DENR, LGUs, 
other 
stakeholders 

SOUTHERN LEYTE 
1 Conservation of threatened 

species and establishment of 
biodiversity monitoring sites 

   

 Establishment of Mt. 
Nacolod and other 
potential sites as PAs 
under NIPAS 

 Establishment of Critical 
Habitats 

 IEC 
 Intensification of 

enforcement and ENR 
laws 

 Inventory of flora and 

DENR, Academe, 
LGU, NGO, POs 

Technical assistance, funding, 
stakeholders’ support, trimedia, 
honorarium, patrolling 
equipment, trainings for local 
guides 

DENR, NGOs 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

fauna with established 
transects 

 BMS training for PO 
leaders 

14  Maintenance and production 
of established plantations in 
NGP sites (12,111 has, 
upland) 

 Enrichment planting and 
agroforestry for 500 has of 
plantations 

   

 Site assessment 
 IEC campaign 
 Community planning, 

organization, and 
capability building 

 Continuous 
implementation of NGP 

 Development plan 
proposal and preparation 

 Review policies on NGP 
implementation 

DENR, LGUs, 
POs, NGOs 

Funding, human resources, 
technical assistance, tools, 
equipment 

DENR, LGUs, 
other NGAs 

16A 2 caves with management plan 
    Implementation of 

management plan 
DENR, LGUs, 
POs, CSO, DOT 

Caving equipment, manpower, 
technical assistance, funding 

DENR, other 
stakeholders 

16B 38 identified, 18 inventoried, 2 
classified (36 caves for 
assessment, classification, 
management plan)  

   

 Assessment and 
classification of caves 

19  Establishment of Mt. Nacolod 
as PA 

 Establishment of critical 
habitat under the Wildlife Act 

 Inventory of assessed wetlands 
 Inventory, mapping, 

characterization, and IWMP of 
14 watersheds and inland 
wetlands 

   

 Conduct PA Suitability 
Assessment 

 Conduct of Public 
Hearing 

 Endorsement to the 
Central Office 

 Follow up on Congress 
 Conduct assessment, 

profiling, mapping 

DENR, LGU, 
NGO 

Capability building, technical 
assistance, expert opinion, tools, 
equipment 

DENR, LGU 

20 Establishment of 3 MPA 
networks managed by the LGU 

    Coral reef and seagrass 
assessment 

DENR, BFAR, 
LGU 

Technical assistance, tools, 
equipment, funding 

DENR, 
BFAR, LGU, 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

 Development of 
biodiversity-friendly 
enterprise 

 Maintenance and 
protection of coastal and 
marine ecosystem 

Coral Cay 

EASTERN SAMAR 
1 Conservation status of threatened 

species is maintained or 
improved    

 Establish a marine turtle 
sanctuary through a critical 
habitat, local ordinance, or 
declaration of a 
management zone  

ZSL, DENR-
PAMB, LGU, 
BFAR, 
LAMAVE, 
MARINA, PNP 

Incentives or honorarium, species 
monitoring, training on special 
law enforcement, training on 
environmental laws 

DENR, ZSL, 
LGU, BFAR 

Mangrove protection and 
management    

 Law enforcement and 
surveillance patrolling 

 IEC 

LGU, DENR, 
BFAR, ZSL, 
PNPA 

Conservation of Napoleon 
Wrasse (Mameng) and Philippine 
Cockatoo    

 Law enforcement 
 IEC 
 Establishment of critical 

habitats 
 Enhancement or 

rehabilitation of habitats 

LGU, DENR, 
BFAR, GDFI, 
ZSL 

3 Protection and natural 
regeneration of mangroves 

   

 Enrichment planting 
 Establishment of 

management zoning for 
mangrove areas  

 IEC 

DENR, LGU, 
BFAR, Academe, 
NGOs, POs 

Incentive for deputized Bantay 
Dagat and/or PA rangers 
(1000/month), maintenance costs 
i.e. fuel, motorboat, maintenance 

DENR, LGUs, 
NGOs 

Expansion of MPAs and seagrass 
sanctuaries 

   

 Establishment of MPAs in 
Suluan Island, Guiuan, 
Eastern Samar 

 Biophysical assessment of 
coral and seagrasses in 
Homonhon and Suluan 

DENR, LGU, 
BFAR, Academe, 
NGOs, POs, ZSL 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

Islands 
12A Improve management 

effectiveness assessment scores 
of PAs    

 Conduct survey/interview 
of PAMB members 

 IEC/orientation for newly 
elected officials 

 Cross Visit 

DENR Trainings, budget allocation DENR 

12B Strengthen partnerships with 
POs, NGOs, and communities 
involved in biodiversity 
conservation 

   

 MOA with LGUs, NGAs, 
NGOs on law enforcement 

DENR, LGUs, 
NGOs, NGAs, 
CSOs 

Funding, trainings DENR 

16A Five caves with functional 
conservation/management 
partnerships or engagements 

   
 MOA with LGUS, 

landowners, DOT 
DENR, LGUs, 
DOT, land 
owners 

Budget allocation DENR, LGU, 
DOT 

16B Ten caves classified 
   

 Assessment 
 RCC Approval 
 PAMB endorsement 

19  Rehabilitation and restoration 
of the Bolusao Watershed and 
Forest Reserve 

 Integrated Watershed 
Management Program 
preparation for Jicontol, Linal-
an, and Bolusao 

   

 Rainforestation 
 Conduct of stakeholder 

meetings/consultation 
workshops 

DENR, LGUs, 
CSOs, NGOs 

Incentive for deputized PA 
rangers (1000/month), 
maintenance costs i.e. fuel  

 

NORTHERN SAMAR 
1 Maintain the conservation status 

of the identified CE, E, and V 
species in Caojagan Island, 
Pambujan    

 Preparation of Coajagan 
Island Critical Habitat 
Management Plan (For 
Flying Foxes, etc.) through 
a participatory process 

 Inventory of flora and 
fauna 

 CEPA on RA9147 

DENR-PENRO, 
PGENRO, 
Academe, PNP, 
LGU 

Binoculars, additional facilities 
for WRC, funding support, 
biologists, IEC materials, 
establishment of an animal 
cemetery 

DENR, LGU, 
NGOs, 
Academe 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

 Strengthen the Wildlife 
Rescue Center (WRC) 
established 

 Establish marine turtle 
sanctuary 

 Renew MOA on WRC by 
and among DENR, UEP 
and PLGU 

 Continuous monitoring  of 
wildlife trade (bus and 
ferry terminals), Create 
Manual of Operation, 
deputize Wildlife 
Enforcement Officers 

2 Protection and maintenance of 
23,000 has of NGP plantations 

   

 Replacement of mortalities 
 Forging of MOA with 

LGU and other partners 
for the protection and 
maintenance of the 
establish plantation 

 Creation/deputation of 
Blue/Green brigades 

 Delineation and 
demarcation of boundaries 

DENR-
PENRO/CENRO, 
eNGP 
coordinator, POs 

Planting materials, forest carbon 
sequestration study 

Internal 
sources, ODA 

5 Maintained population of 
migratory birds in Nalukaban, 
Pambujan, Northern Samar 

   
 Implementation of 

management plan 
   

10A Reduction of 3 identified IAS 

   

 Conduct impact studies on 
IAS on biodiversity 

 CEPA 
 Policy recommendations 

on entry of IAS 

DA, DOH, 
LGU/MAO 

Funding, IEC materials DA, DOH, 
LGU/MAO 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

10H 4 municipality hotspots 
controlled or managed 

   

 Establish green brigades 
 Establish checkpoints 
 Intensify monitoring, 

surveillance, and patrolling 
 Regular monitoring in bus 

and ferry terminals 

DENR, PNP, 
AFP, PCG 

Binoculars, drone, vehicles, 
personal protective equipment 

DENR, PNP, 
AFP, PCG 

10I 9 municipality hotspots reduced, 
controlled, or managed 

   

 Establish blue brigade 
 Reactivate/strengthen 

Bantay Dagat/FLET 
 CEPA 

DENR, PNP, 
AFP, BFAR, 
PCG 

Binoculars, drone, speed boat, 
insurance of Bantay Dagat/FLET, 
GPS, search light, megaphone, 
personal protective equipment 

DENR, PNP, 
AFP, BFAR, 
PCG 

10J 4 municipality hotspots 
controlled or managed 

   

 Updating and 
implementation of 
management plan/zones 

 Inventory of affected HH 
 Consultation with affected 

HH 
 Issuance of notice of 

eviction 
 Identification of settlement 

area 

DENR PASu, 
PAMB, LGU 

Funding for resettlement DENR, PASu, 
PAMB, LGU 

16A 10 caves for management 
planning 

   

 Creation of management 
team 

 Planning 
 Workshop on formulation 

of cave management plan 
 Approval and adoption of 

management plan 

DENR, LGU Funds DENR 

16B 7 caves for assessment and 
classification 

   

 Creation of cave 
assessment team 

 Cave survey and mapping 
 Profiling and analysis 
 Classification 

DENR, LGU, 
RCC, Spelunkers 
Club 

Caving gear and equipment DENR 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

SAMAR 
1 Conservation status  of the 

following species will be 
maintained: Philippine Eagle 
(critically endangered), Rufous 
hornbill (vulnerable) Tarictic 
hornbill (endangered), Philippine 
brown deer (vulnerable), 
Philippine warty pig/wild pig 
(vulnerable), Rafflesia manillana 
(critically endangered), 
Philippine Tarsier 

   

 Conduct of BMS 
 Conduct of LAWIN 
 Conduct of BAMs 
 Conduct of Biophysical 

Resource Assessment 
 Conduct of IEC/CEPA 
 Strengthen collaboration 

with other stakeholders 
through MOAs 

 Strong ENR enforcement 
activities 

 Database development and 
maintenance 

DENR, LGUs, 
DA, Academe, 
Experts from the 
private sectors, 
NGOs, POs, 
CSO, NAMRIA 

Funds, capacity building, 
manpower, equipment, software, 
technical experts  

 

9 Increase in at least 5% in number 
of people employed in 
biodiversity conservation-related 
jobs annually 

   

 Conduct of impact analysis 
(benefits) 

 Socio-economic survey  
 Identification of BDFE for 

other individuals 

Academe, DTI, 
DENR 

Funds, manpower, supplies and 
materials 

Academe, 
NwSSU, 
DENR, local 
and 
international 
funding, 
LGUs, private 
organizations, 
NGOs 

13 LGUs have formulated /updated 
their CLUPs based on the revised 
HLURB guidebook (22 
municipalities and 2 cities) 

   

 Creation of multi-sectoral 
TWG of 4 LGUs 
(Almagro, Matuguinao, 
Tagapul-an, Talalora) 

 Provision of technical 
assistance to LGUs 

 Institutionalization of 
cooperation and 
commitment of concerned 

LGU, MPDO, 
HLURB, DENR 

Funds, manpower, equipment 
(GIS facility), supplies and 
materials, technical assistance 

IRA, LGU 
fund 
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PBSAP 
Target Provincial Targets  

TIMEFRAME  
Major Activities 

2019-2020 

Responsible 
Entities 

Resources Needed  
(Technical, Financial, Material) 

e.g. Equipment, facilities 

From Whom/ 
Sources ST MT LT 

agencies 
 Monitoring of the progress 

of CLUP formulation or 
updating 

14 15,014 hectares of degraded 
ecosystems  will be restored 

   

 2,840 hectares of 
degraded ecosystems will 
be placed under 
restoration program(NGP) 

 Survey and Mapping 
 Nursery Operations 
 Social Mobilization  
 Protection and 

Maintenance 

DENR, LGUs, 
POs, NGOs, 
other 
stakeholders 

Funds, technical experts DENR, NGP 
fund, 
Academe, 
CSO, private 
organizations 



 

 
 

7.2 Open Forum 
 
In the Open Forum, the following issues and concerns were raised, and inputs were 
provided: 
 
Leyte 
 Mr. Melvin Melgazo (RD of MGB-Region 8) raised the point that KBAs have been 

declared unsuitable for mining, yet some mining permits have already been issued 
prior to the declaration of some KBAs. Ms. Feliciano responded and said that this 
issue is recognized and is currently being discussed in the Central Office so that 
guidelines can be revisited and disseminated. Mr. Marcial Mateo (MGB-Central 
Office) commented that there is no need to set the banning of mining in KBAs as a 
provincial target, since there has already been a declaration that sites near KBAs are 
closed to mining. EO 79 issued by then President Aquino, EO 79 stipulated that 
agricultural lands, tourist areas, and hazard areas are already closed off to mining 
operations.  

 Ms. Corazon Makabenta (DENR-Region 8) opined that Mt. Nacolod should also be 
established as a protected area under NIPAS since it is home to the critically 
endangered Philippine Eagle.  

 Mr. Crisostomo Badeo (CENRO Sta. Rita) shared that, during the implementation of 
the New Conservation Areas of the Philippines Project (NewCAPP), there was a need 
to check the FLUPs of Abuyog and Mahaplag for consistency, since these 
municipalities were being considered for protection in relation to Mt. Nacolod. 
However, when the DENR Central Office relayed that PAs must have a large area and 
must have global significance, the move to declare the Abuyog and Mahaplag side of 
Mt. Nacolod as part of a PA was terminated. Stakeholders believed that the last PA to 
be declared for Region 8 was the Samar Island Natural Park. However, new 
information revealed that PAs could be declared again without these criteria, defeating 
the previous efforts of the NewCAPP. Ms. Feliciano responded that the efforts of 
NewCAPP did not go to waste. Rather it paved the way for identifying candidate areas 
for protection. She invited the group to examine the issue from a broader historical and 
practical perspective. She acknowledged the importance of recognizing certain 
significant areas for protection and to have these declared as conservation or protected 
areas by the LGU. This approach is faster than having it legislated through 
congressional action. Since the competition for land use is high, it would be best for 
these areas to be declared as protected by the LGUs first since the LGUs are more 
familiar with these areas. This could be a step towards eventual declaration as a PA 
under NIPAS. Ms. Camille Sarmiento (PGENRO Northern Samar) requested for 
support on organic agriculture in Northern Samar.   

 Ms. Jobelle Lamoso (EMB-Region 8) shared her concern on invasive species and the 
lack of baseline data on endemic species of Lake Danao. She asked BMB for 
assistance in sourcing out members of the academe to conduct research and establish a 
baseline. She also suggested that there should be regular water monitoring activities in 
water bodies such as Lake Danao since these bodies of water are bathing areas for 
tourists. She also shared that it would be best for the group to be more mindful of RA 
9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act since there is a need to 
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implement better waste management initiatives. Ms. Feliciano suggested that the 
participants should identify specific academic institutions that could provide technical 
support.  Ms. Josephine Ibalarrosa (EVSU) shared that her university and the UPVTC 
are doing studies on water quality. Ms. Lamoso countered and invited academic 
institutions with laboratories to approach EMB so that these laboratories can be 
accredited, and their studies and results acknowledged.  

 
Eastern Samar 
 Mr. Gregorio Sarmiento (EVPRD) asked about the guidelines that state that coral 

transplantation is no longer allowed. Mr. Angelito Villanueva (PENRO Northern 
Samar) said that, in his short study and experience on coral transplantation, there are 
only 20 coral species that are viable for transplantation. It is not destructive, but the 
success rate is low and only covers small areas. Mr. Armando Gaviola (PENRO 
Southern Leyte) added to this and said that the BFAR had a coral transplantation 
project in 2014 with the University of San Carlos. He said that there are several 
methodologies that are not allowed for coral transplantation, and that a nursery is 
important in and for coral transplantation.   

 Mr. Ditto Dela Rosa (HARIBON Foundation) stated that Eastern Samar is a hub for 
live fish trade. He said that aside from the Napoleon wrasse, the province should also 
monitor the Lapu-Lapu and its spawning aggregation. Regarding coral transplantation, 
he added that, by law, coral transplantation could only be conducted for research 
purposes. He stated that coral protection is encouraged more than coral transplantation 
because of the low success rate of coral transplantation. The UP-MSI also published 
an article that sexual and asexual propagation for corals is difficult.  

7.3 Recap of Day 2 

Ms. Rachell Abenir gave a recap on the events of Day 2, focusing on the some of the 
provincial accomplishments and findings for the 6NR. These include the following: a) the 
increase in coral, mangrove, and seagrass cover in Northern Samar; b) the increase in 
number of CSOs and communities involved in biodiversity conservation in Biliran; c) the 
conduct of germplasm studies on root crops and dipterocarp species in Leyte; d) the 
improvement in the participation of POs in biodiversity-friendly enterprises, ecotourism 
activities, and sustainable agricultural practices; and, e) the detailed assessment and 
classification of 2 caves (Guinsohotan Cave and Cambaro Cave) in Southern Leyte in 
2016.  
 
She also presented the points that were addressed during the open forum. These include 
the following: a) the standardized measure of biodiversity awareness for Target 18; b) the 
release of the updated list of threatened species; c) the list of LGUs within PAs and 
KBAs; d) the definition of employment for Target 9; e) the nomination of global and 
national important agricultural heritage sites; f) the establishment of fish sanctuaries by 
the BFAR; and, g) the strengthening of the National Convergence Initiative.  

The presentation of the accomplishments was followed by a presentation by Ms. 
Feliciano of the Workshop 2 Mechanics on filling up the ProvBSAP matrix. Thereafter, 
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the participants broke into provincial Workshop Groups and discussed Targets 1-20 or 
those targets and indicators that are relevant to their respective provinces.  
The Recap of Day 2 is attached as Annex 13. 
 
8.0 Closing Session and Next Steps 

Ms. Feliciano concluded Workshop 2 by thanking the participants for their outputs. She 
emphasized that mainstreaming of biodiversity cuts across government agencies and 
involves even the private sector. She said that so much more could be done if all the 
sectors got together to work towards biodiversity conservation.  
 
8.1 Next Steps (DENR-8 Dr. Eugenia Bautista) 
 
Dr. Eugenia Bautista, Chief of the Conservation and Development Division of DENR-
Region 8, congratulated the participants for their efforts. She suggested that preparatory 
to the 7NR, an inter-agency monitoring and evaluation team should be created to monitor 
and evaluate the region’s progress in meeting the provincial and regional targets. By 
intensifying Communication, Education, and Public Awareness (CEPA) initiatives, 
biodiversity conservation and protection can be integrated into all provincial activities. 
This is because DENR is not the only agency responsible for biodiversity conservation. 
She also added that protection and conservation activities would be enhanced through the 
deputation of law enforcement officers (blue and green brigades). Conservation activities 
will also improve through partnerships with members of the academe who can conduct 
impact studies and gather baseline data. She also stated that there is a need to strengthen 
national convergence initiatives between the DENR, DA, DAR, and DILG so that locally 
managed PAs and MPAs will be established, and FLUPs and CLUPs are harmonized. In 
closing, she challenged the participants to sustain their commitment to biodiversity 
conservation.  
 
8.2 Closing Message (BMB Ms. Winnievir Balilia) 
 
On behalf of the BMB and AD Andres, Ms. Winnievir Balilia thanked all the participants 
who attended the workshop. She especially thanked the DENR-R8 Regional Director and 
his staff for their assistance in the preparation of the workshop, the other DENR units 
(ERDB and MGB), the other government agencies (DA, BFAR, DAR, NEDA, and 
HLURB), the provincial, city and municipal LGUs, academe and CSOs. She encouraged 
everyone to continue their support, particularly since many of the programs and activities 
led by these stakeholders are crucial to the implementation of the PBSAP.  
She also reported that the BMB welcomes the region’s accomplishments in biodiversity 
conservation and looks forward to hearing about the progress of the region in 
implementing the provincial plans that were drafted in the workshop.  
 
She assured the participants that the inquiries and major requests that were raised have 
been noted and will be addressed. BMB will facilitate action on the requests, including 
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coordinating with relevant national agencies to provide data and information. These 
include the following: a) list of LGUs within KBAs; b) KBA shape files; c) review of the 
list of KBAs; d) proposal to support the monitoring of the Philippine Eagle at Mt. 
Nacolod; e) fish stock assessments done by the BFAR; e) clarifications on the targets on 
biodiversity-friendly jobs and biodiversity awareness; and, f) the role of the NCI in 
cascading information to the LGUs.  

She congratulated the participants for their work and noted that, since not all stakeholders 
were represented, it becomes more important for the DENR regional offices to continue 
the discussions, to the extent possible given limited resources. It is hoped that ultimately, 
the three island groups of Leyte, Samar, and Biliran will have island BSAPs.  
 
In closing, Ms. Balilia said that each has a niche and a role to play in ensuring that the 
PBSAP vision is attained. She hoped that the participants could sustain the same 
enthusiasm and support towards biodiversity conservation in the region. 
 
8.3 Closing Message (DENR-8 RD Crizaldy Barcelo) 
 
DENR-8 RD Crizaldy M. Barcelo expressed his heartfelt gratitude to everyone who made 
the workshop a success. He stated that workshops provide a useful platform to share 
information, ideas, experiences, and lessons learned in biodiversity conservation that will 
help sustain economic growth. He opined that the most valuable outcome of the 
workshop was the coming together of the various participants. He said that now that the 
needs for the 6NR have been identified, it would be easier for stakeholders to engage 
with the other members in reporting the region’s achievements. In closing, he thanked all 
the participants especially the BMB for their efforts in biodiversity conservation.  
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