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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Globally Important Agricultural heritage Systems (GIAHS1) Partnership Initiative2 aims to identify, 
support and safeguard agricultural heritage systems and their associated landscapes, agricultural 
biodiversity and knowledge systems through catalyzing and establishing a long term programme to support 
such systems. GIAHs was launched by the by FAO during the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
in 2002.  

 

The GIAHS partnership Imitative is concerned with agricultural landscapes that possess “Remarkable land 

use systems and landscapes which are rich in globally (nationally) significant biological diversity evolving 

from the co-adaption of community with its environment and its needs and aspirations for sustainable 

development,” (FAO, 2002). There are currently 40 candidate global examples under the partnership 

initiative and the Ifugao Rice Terraces is one of them. The Philippines is one of the six pilot countries 

demonstrating the fundamental values of the GIAHS concept, funded through the Global Environment 

Facility, and led nationally by host governments. 
 
Mainstreaming the GIAHS concept in the Philippines.  There are many sites in the country, perhaps less 
iconic than IRT, but no less important in terms of their contributions to agrobiodiversity, land management, 
climate change adaptation and and cultural heritage. However they are currently affected by the following 
issues: 
 

 Loss of habitat due to land use conversion, disaster and climate change  
 Agricultural Intensification  

 Declining interest and capacity among communities hosting heritage agriculture 

 Inadequate government and public awareness of their  practical value  
 
The GIAHS initiative in the Philippines aims to develop the Nationally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems (NIAHs) that responds to the above issues. This is a collaborative undertaking initially of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department of Agriculture (DA) the National 
Commission on Culture and Arts (NCCA) and the National Museum (NM) together with key partners.  
 
Three actions are involved : a) Identify, prioritize and document  potential sites; b) Establish a system to 
recognize them using the existing policies and c)  Develop a support program for dynamic conservation of 
sites.  This Compendium supports the first of the 3 actions. It aims to assemble available information about 
traditional agricultural systems that have potential to be recognized NIAHS and GIAHS sites. It is as 
reference for future efforts to further identify sites.  
  
The Philippines followed a two-step process agreed among stakeholder agencies and civil society partners.  
The first process involved the identification of sites using 5 criteria adapted from GIAHS Partnership 
Initiative. The 5 criteria are the following: a) the system supports local food security and livelihoods; b) it 
hosts high biodiversity including agrobiodiversity; c) there is a strong local knowledge involved; d) there 
is as wider socio cultural system that supports the agricultural practices and e) it lends to a remarkable 
landscape. The main methods used was extensive literature review, key informant interviews and 
multisectoral regional consultations. 
 

                                                           
1 www.giahs.org 
2 GIAHS was registered under the Partnerships for Sustainable Development in 2004) 
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The above criteria was used to identify the long list for each of 5 pilot regions namely the Cordillera 
Administrative Region (CAR); Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) Region 4B (MIMAROPA); Region 7 (Central 
Visayas) and Region 10 (Northern Mindanao). The 5 pilot regions are generally known to host a wide range 
of heritage agriculture. 
 
In addition to identifying potential sites, a second set of criteria for prioritization was used for 3 of the above 
5 regions. These are in Regions 4B, Region 7 and Region 10. The second level criteria which is essentially 
an elaboration of the first level, aims to help identify what sites need to be given priority for study.  
 

Types of NIAHS (Philippines). Overall a total of seventy nine (79) potential candidate sites were identified 

in the 5 regions. There are two types of characteristics observed. Type 1: Indigenous agroforestry practices, 

is mostly by indigenous people that involve raising of multiple plant species and varieties together with 

animals and trees and combined with soil and water conservation practise. Examples include the traditional 

systems of the Ifugao, and Hanuno systems.   

 

Type 2 Traditional production systems that may involve high value crops. They are usually grown as part 

of complex lowland cropping systems with traditional system of beliefs/rituals. Examples: the coconut 

based multiple cropping systems in Silang, Cavite and the Yam production systems in Southern Bohol. 
 
Five Examples.   Five examples (one from each region) were identified for further literature review. Of the 
five, 3 were identified collegially (Region 4 B, Region 7 and Region 10), while two were identified by the 
GIAHS Philippines Project Team. The first two examples below are under the Type 1 systems while the 
Ubi and Lanzones system in Bohol and Camiguin respectively are examples of Type 2 classification  

 
 CAR: The Tanudan, Kalinga system - involves mountain agro-forest landscapes 

accentuated by rice terraces  
 Region 2 (Cagayan Valley): The Kalahan System - involves a sweet potato system 

supported by outstanding improved fallow systems and  soil regeneration strategies  
 Region 4B (MIMAROPA): Hanunuo system - involves gentle forms of swidden 

agriculture coupled with multiple cropping  
 Region 7 (Central Visayas) – Ubi system - involved natural cropping systems of a high 

value crop  in the midst of a karst landscape   
 Region 10 North Mindanao – Lanzones system - involves natural farming system traced to 

volcanic origins and that contributes to island biodiversity   
 
The rice and sweet potato systems in Tanudan, Kalahan and Hanunuo systems (Examples 1 ,2  and 3 above 
contribute to food security in these areas (Criteria 1). Ube in Bohol is an important survival food in times 
of emergencies. The natural cropping systems for ubi and lanzones system (Example 4 and 5) are very 
important sources of cash income to their localities. With the exception of the Lanzones system all 4 
examples indicate high agrobiodiversity (2nd criteria) particularly for rice and rootcrops. While the 
Camiguin lanzones system uses only up to 3 varieties, the agric landscape is noted for its contribution to 
island biodiversity.  
 
All the 5 examples show high levels of local knowledge (4th criteria) and socio cultural values (5th criteria)   
support systems. Knowledge is passed on orally from one tradition to another. The pre-colonial poetry and 
syllabry in Hanunuo system which records Hanuno agricultural life is recognized as a national treasure. In 
recent years, there are more semi-formal efforts to conserve the traditions revolving around agriculture. 
These include schools of living Traditions in Mindoro. In Ikalahan, a formal academy has been set up 
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producing students who learn about their biodiversity rich resources customs and traditions including that 
in agriculture. Remarkable landscapes (the 5th criteria) is manifested in different ways among the 5 
examples and are described briefly in the list of the examples provided above.  
 
Recognition Systems. Once NIAHS sites are identified the next challenge is how to give them due 
recognition so that they can be conserved and supported. Once recognized, on site support interventions 
need to be put in place. There are 5 strategic options that take advantage of existing policy frameworks, 
rather than aim for new policies which will take a long time to establish (overview of details in Section 7).   
 

 Include  sites with NIAHS features in the management plan of a  Protected Area (PA) 
 Include as part of Ancestral Domain Support Services Plan (ADSDPP) supported by a Certificate 

of Ancestral Domain (CADT) 
 Include as part an indigenous community conserved area (ICCA) 
 Includes as part of Network of Protected Areas for Agriculture and Agro Industrial Development  

(NPAAD) 
 Declare as local cultural heritage zone in the LGU Land use and zoning plan  

 
Dynamic Conservation Actions. Concurrent or subsequent to the recognition of NIAHS candidate sites 
several program support interventions have also been recommended for the dynamic conservation of these 
sites. Three sets of recommendations have been proposed: a) Accelerate documentation and public 
appreciation of processes and benefits from agricultural heritage; b) Assurance of land ownership and 
resource access and provision of appropriate agricultural support services to areas with potential heritage 
agriculture value. An overview of specific actions are indicated in Section 7 of the main report. 
 
Annex B of this compendium also provides an initial long list in other Philippine regions that were not 
covered by the pilot study in 5 regions. The lists are first approximations based on rapid literature review 
and key information interviews and need rigorous validation at the regional levels. 
 
This Compendium is accompanied by document entitled “Policy Recommendations towards a national 
system for recognition of nationally important agricultural heritage sites and support for their dynamic 
conservation” This separate document elaborates on the criteria for selection; the strategic policy options 
for the formal recognition of agricultural heritage systems and specific actions for on site dynamic 
conservation. 
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FOREWORD  
 
This compendium is a result of more than a year’s consultation between and among the various national 
government agencies, regional and local government offices, academic and research institutions, civil 
society and non-governmental institutions and key individual resource persons. It is a product of the FAO 
global initiative entitled the “Conservation and Adaptive Management of Globally Important Agricultural 
Heritage Systems (GIAHS) where the Philippines is one of the six pioneering countries contributing to the 
scientific development of the GIAHS concept.  
 
The compendium aims to provide a preliminary identification and assessment of unique, traditional, 
evolving agricultural/farming systems with national and/or global significant value including biodiversity . 
This compendium also aims to provide a bird’s eye view of a recommended framework for defining and 
developing the policy that would support integration of GIAHS concept into the existing sectoral/inter-
sectoral national plans and programmes. Eventually for submission  to FAO’s Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems’ designation.  
 
Concurrent to the consultation and documentation of sites, the GIAHS Project team conducted a multi-
lateral, multi-institutional assessment of existing policies, plans and programmes including existing 
legislation that are relevant to the GIAHS concept. The result of assessment has been very promising. The 
GIAHS concept  originally focused on setting the recognition of small farmers, indigenous peoples, rural 
farming communities’ role in the provision of food security and rural livelihoods; conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity; preservation of culture and cultural diversity; indigenous knowledge 
systems contributing to natural resources conservation; and other tangible and intangible values, In the 
process,  it created enthusiasm and support from the various stakeholders.  
 
In fact, the assessment and consultation have identified entry points for developing or strengthening existing 
policies and programs that will promote dynamic conservation of agricultural heritage and their 
fundamental goods and services. The integration or mainstreaming process is currently referred to as the 
Nationally Important Agricultural Heritage system (NIAHS). As part of the development of the NIAHS, 
partners agreed on a set of criteria for identifying and prioritizing potential candidate NIAHS sites. The 
same sites may also be submitted to the GIAHS.  
 
As a result of the regional consultation some seventy nine unique agricultural heritage systems initially in 
5 regions have been profiled for further study.  Of this, preliminary descriptions of 5 examples are presented  
in this compendium The compendium of potential NIAHS/GIAHS is not very comprehensive but 
nevertheless, it provides initial substantive information on important characteristics and dimensions of 
candidate sites that may meet the NIAHS Criteria.  
 
February 2014  
Q: Who should be the author ??? ( draft prepared by Jane )  
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1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 

1.1. The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)   
 
The Globally Important Agricultural heritage Systems (GIAHS4) Partnership Initiative5 was launched by 
FAO during the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. The overall goal of the GIAHS 
Partnership Initiative is to identify, support and safeguard agricultural heritage systems and their associated 
landscapes, agricultural biodiversity and knowledge systems through catalyzing and establishing a long 
term programme to support such systems and enhance global, national and local benefits derived through 
their dynamic conservation, sustainable management and enhanced viability.  

 

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems or GIAHS refers to agricultural landscapes that possess 

“Remarkable land use systems and landscapes which are rich in globally (nationally) significant biological 

diversity evolving from the co-adaption of community with its environment and its needs and aspirations 

for sustainable development,” (FAO, 2002) 
 
Based on this definition, the Ifugao Rice Terraces of the Philippines was singled out by FAO from more 
than 40 candidate pilot systems worldwide. Ifugao rice terraces then became one of the six pilot countries 
demonstrating the fundamental values of the GIAHS concept, funded through the Global Environment 
Facility, and orchestrated by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

During this period, FAO continues to promote awareness on the importance of GIAHS and advocate 
policies for integration of the GIAHS concept in policy. At the international level, GIAHS has gained 
considerable recognition and many governments have used GIAHS as the foundation of adopting new 
policies integrating agricultural heritage in their development programmes. The responsibility of 
safeguarding GIAHS (or NIAHS) and the sustainable development of their belonging communities, falls 
clearly into the remit of the national government agencies with stake to agriculture and environment. FAO 
can facilitate and provide technical support, however, the dynamic conservation of GIAHS and NIAHS 
would depend upon goodwill in many cases and in the long-term programme where GIAHS or NIAHS 
concept is mainstreamed into development agenda. 
 
1.2. Mainstreaming the GIAHS Concept in the Philippines: NIAHS     
 
The GIAHS initiative in the Philippines is aiming to establish a NIAHS or Nationally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems for the country. The objective of the NIAHS is to mainstream the concept 
of GIAHS in the Philippine setting. There are many sites in the country, perhaps less iconic than IRT, but 
no less important in terms of their contributions to agrobiodiversity, land management and cultural 
heritage. 
 
The NIAHS will involve 3 actions: 
 

 Identify, prioritize and document  potential sites with agricultural heritage value 
 

                                                           
4 www.giahs.org 
5 GIAHS was registered under the Partnerships for Sustainable Development in 2004) 
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 Establish a system to recognize agricultural heritage using the existing policies such as those 
supporting cultural heritage, indigenous peoples, sustainable agriculture and biodiversity  
 

 Develop a support program for dynamic conservation of sites with agricultural heritage value  
 
An FAO assisted Project called the GIAHS Philippines has facilitated exploratory research work and multi 
sectoral dialogue that would serve as building blocks for the NIAHS Among the priority activities is the 
development of an initial compendium (this document) of available information about heritage agriculture.  
 
There is an ongoing dialogue between the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, The 
Department of Agriculture (DA), the National Commission on Culture and Arts (NCCA) and the National 
Museum (NM), on how potential agricultural heritage sites may be identified, assessed and eventually 
declared as national cultural properties and heritage zones, among others under the National Cultural 
Heritage Law. At the same time, there are ongoing discussions to encourage the recognition of heritage 
agriculture in mandated land management plans such as those for ancestral domains, protected areas 
agricultural land zoning and comprehensive land use at the LGU level. 
 
Some Philippine sites that may be recognized nationally by the NIAHS, may also qualify at some point, to 
the GIAHS (global) recognition system. An example is the Ifugao Rice Terraces. 
 
 
Box 1: Some Characteristics of Philippine sites with Agricultural heritage value  
 

a) Genetic sanctuaries. Many traditional agricultural landscapes are in fact effective ways for in situ 
biodiversity conservation, particularly of agricultural species. These varieties could possess genetic 
codes for higher crop yields, pest resistance, and drought tolerance, among others.  
    

b) Part of indigenous forest protection systems. Traditional agriculture form part and parcel of 
indigenous knowledge systems (IKS) that are carried by indigenous people who are known to be 
the silent guardians of our remnant forests. A recent survey indicated that there are 185 places 
nationwide that are being protected by IKS covering up to 4 M hectares (NEWCAPP, 2013). 
Without the sustainable agriculture element, the IKS for natural resources management may not be 
sustained.  
  

c) Climate Change adaptation. The unique land management practices supported by local belief 
systems demonstrate ingenious ways of sustainable land management and climate change 
adaptation. These include methods for conserving soils and water use efficiency that may yield 
lessons on mitigating floods or droughts.   
 

d) Cultural heritage and eco-livelihoods. In several areas, traditional agricultural practices and product 
are part of local heritage that is celebrated locally, such as in festivals for certain crops like 
Lanzones (Camiguin) and Ube (Bohol). As such, they also directly contribute to local tourism 
development or become sources of natural products that can cater to a growing market niche for 
nature friendly lifestyle. 
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2.0 OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSE OF THE COMPENDIUM  
 
This compendium addresses the first of the three actions described in section 1.2 above. Identify, prioritize 
and document potential sites with agricultural heritage value. The specific objectives are: 
 

a) Assemble available information (documented and not documented) about traditional agricultural 
systems that have potential to be recognized N/GHIAS sites. This will initially focus in 5 regions  

b) Serve as reference material for future consultations where stakeholders will further identify the 
prioritize candidate N/GIAHS site to be studied, and;  

c) Serve as initial reference for planning for the dynamic conservation of these sites.  
 

 
3.0 METHODOLOGY AND PROCESSES 
 
3.1. Criteria for Identification  
 
The NIAHs process involves the identification, prioritization, documentation and recognition of 
agricultural communities whose unique agri-cultures include elements that meet all or most of 5 criteria set 
globally by GIAHS. The DENR and DA convened several multistakeholder forum to develop and validate 
the criteria for identifying and prioritizing potential NIAHS sites. Sites identified using the 5 point criteria 
are further subjected to prioritization that will guide which will need to be investigated immediately.   
 
Table 1 Two level criteria for identifying candidate sites for NIAHS  

1st level Criteria for identification  of candidate 

sites using GIAHS global criteria  

2nd Level Criteria  for prioritizing which site need to be 

studied in the short and long term  
1. Contributes in a major way to the 

community’s food and livelihood security  
2. Supports biodiversity conservation and 

ecosystems functions  
3. The practices are part of a local/ indigenous 

knowledge systems and are adaptive  
4. The practices are part of culture, value 

systems and social organization  
5. It involves a remarkable landscape that has 

been maintained  for a very long time  
 

1. Scale of application  
2. Age of the practice 
3. Spatial relation to a Key Biodiversity Area  

(KBA) 
4. Contributes to a major watershed/ecosystems 

program 
5. Potential for ecotourism/ecosystems programs 
6. Indigenous knowledge systems and practices  

(IKSP) 
7. Current and Potential support of LGU 
8. Social Acceptability  

 

3.2. Identification, Prioritization and Examples. Under the current FAO project, a long list of potential 
sites for each of the Philippine regions was prepared. The long list is a rough list developed through 
literature review and key informant interviews (KII) at the national level. It would then be then be validated 
by regional resource persons.  
 
Consequently the Project identified 5 initial regions where the long list would be validated and enriched 
and potential NIAHs sites are identified and prioritized. These are the CAR, CAGAYAN VALLEY, 
MIMAROPA, Central Visayas, and Northern Mindanao. The long lists for the other regions would be 
validated in subsequent projects. 
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The regions were identified based on a commonly accepted knowledge about the relative concentration of 
traditional agricultural practices. CAR, Cagayan Valley and MIMAROPA for instance are generally known 
to be rich sources.  Also, at least one region had to be identified in each major island group.  
 
Except for Cagayan Valley, regional multisectoral consultations were conducted in each region. The 
consultations (one day per region) brought together interest groups concerned with agriculture, 
environment, anthropology and cultural heritage and users of the heritage such as tourism and land use 
planners.  Regional line offices, local NGOs and public and private academic and research institutions also 
joined.  Individual advocates including retired school teachers in the Cordillera who became their local 
chroniclers of local knowledge also pitched in.    
 
The previous Section on Acknowledgement provides the list of key institutions whose representatives 
contributed to the rich discussion at both regional and national levels. Attachment 4 on the other hand lists 
the key consultative events conducted.  
 
Five examples (one from each region) were identified for further literature review. Of the five, 3 were 
identified collegially (Region 4 B, Region 7 and Region 10), while two were identified by the GIAHS 
Philippines Project Team.  
 
The results of the regional consultation were further subjected to two national level technical reviews 
involving national planners; agrobiodiversity experts and social scientists. 
 
In a final national consultation done in November 2013, local resource persons shared their experience and 
insights on the 5 examples (one example from each region).  
Table 2 Examples of potential candidate sites  

Example Presentor during the national consultation  
CAR – Tanudan Kalinga system  NCIP Kalinga: Ms Naty Sugguiayao  

Region 2  Cagayan Valley – Kalahan System  Kalahan Educational Foundation – Pastor Delbert 
Rice  

Region 4B MIMAROPA – Hanunuo system  Mangyan Mission: Fr Ewald Dinter and Mr Ike Ingo    

Region 7 Central Visayas – Ubi system  Provincial Agriculture Officer Mr Larry Pamugas  

Region 10 North Mindanao – Lanzones system  Prov Agriculture Officer – Eng Renero Torio and 
Dean Raquel Dadang of CPCA 

 

In addition the experience of Ifugao Rice Terraces, an existing GIAHS site was also shared during the 
workshop. Ifugao PPDO Eng Carmel Buyuccan and Ms Brenda Sauging shared their experience and 
insights in the design and implementation of dynamic conservation activities in two pilot municipalities- 
Kiangan and Hungduan in Ifugao province.  
 

3.3. Limitations of the NIAHS/GIAHS Compendium 
 
The processes and preparation of the Compendium was meant to be longer, due to time constraints, only 
one year could be devoted. Hence, there only five (5) regions that are covered in this report. The main 
source of information is secondary data coupled with a one day regional consultation in each of 4 regions. 
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Five examples of candidate GIAHS sites were identified. Of these sites, only 3 sites were visited (one day 
visit). The other two sites were not visited (CAR and Region 2). To have the necessary data and information, 
professionals and local experts were invited as resource persons for a final national consultation workshop 
held in November 2013. They shared their knowledge, actual experience including their views and insights.  
 
For Cagayan valley, only desk studies and literature reviews of potential sites was conducted. This literature 
review initially focused on agricultural systems maintained by indigenous peoples and associated ancestral 
domains. 

 
4.0 KEY FEATURES OF THE NIAHS/GIAHS COMPENDIUM.   
 
The Compendium consists of the following: 
 
a) Highlights of Regional consultations and Regional lists of candidate NIAHS sites in each of the regions 

(CAR MIMAROPA, CENTRAL VISAYAS and NORTH MINDANAO). The lists are based on 
regional consultations in 5 pilot regions. Except for CAR and Region 2, the regional lists are prioritized 
according to prioritization criteria. Specific references are indicated. 

b) Initial list of candidate NIAHS sites based on literature review in Cagayan Valley  

c) An indicative list of candidate sites other regions in the Philippines – This list is a first cut list. They 

are not yet assessed against the GIAHS criteria. The main purpose is to serve as a starting point for 

investigation. This list will need to be verified at the regional level. It is expected that some of those in 

the lists may be deleted while new entries added. 
d) Articles of 5 key selected agricultural landscapes, one from each pilot study regions to illustrate the 

features of candidate N/GIAHS that substantially meet GIAHS criteria.  
e) Various other examples and working papers in selected regions particularly CAR, Region 2 and Region 

4B and Region 7. 
 
The compendium also contains information on the suggestions made by stakeholders in the consultations 
on how to effectively safeguard these beneficial traditional agricultural practices. The multi-sectoral 
regional workshops identified the key impediment to potential NIAHs sites to achieve their potential to 
provide beneficial public goods to society. It is the intention that the Compendium will be updated and 
expanded every 5 years in order to accommodate new information.  
 

5.0 PROFILE OF POTENTIAL SITES  
 
Based on regional consultations and the subsequent list of identified sites (Section 6), there may be at least 

two types of NIAHS sites in the country using the global criteria: 

  

 Type 1 Indigenous agroforestry practices, mostly by indigenous people that involve raising of 

multiple plant species and varieties together with animals and trees and combined with soil and 

water conservation practise. Examples include the traditional systems of the Ifugao, and Hanuno 

systems.   

 Type 2 Traditional production systems that may involve high value crops. They are usually grown 

as part of complex lowland cropping systems with traditional system of beliefs/rituals.  Examples: 
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the coconut based multiple cropping systems in Silang, Cavite and the Yam production systems in 

Southern Bohol. 

 
Figure 1: Types of NIAHS and the benefits they provide including some threats to their sustainability  

 

To fully appreciate the above farming/agricutural systems, it is important to overcome the usual stereotyped 

primitive thinking about traditional agriculture. These include the notion that they are “backward, low 

yielding and unprofitable”. For example, all forms of swidden farming or “kaingin” are perceptively 

considered as a negative farming practice. But in reality, many studies have demonstrated the intrinsic value 

and contributions of these agricultural systems to important aspects in modern day agriculture helping to 

conserve and sustain agrobiodiversity (Zamora, 2012) or to climate change adaptation (Espaldon, 2011). 

The list of benefits are cited in Figure 1 above.  A recent FAO Study (RRI, 2014) reviewing 127 studies 

with 450 separate observations in Southeast Asia indicate that traditional and heritage agriculture could 

provide up to 13 types of ecosystems services. 

  
BOX 2   Rice Diversity And Climate Resiliency  
 
The Philippines is considered a megadiversity country and also a biodiversity hot spot. Part of this sizable 
biodiversity is agrobiodiversity. Among the elements of biodiversity, the existence of traditional varieties 
and crop wild relatives is not as well-known as the more iconic wildlife such as the Philippine Eagle or the 
Philippine Tamaraw. The grim realities of climate change warrants a new a new look at these traditional 
crop varieties and their role in developing climate resiliency among crops (e.g. tolerance to drought, strong 
winds, water logging etc.). What varieties need be conserved, where are they and who are taking care of 
them, on- site? 
 
Consider for instance Philippine traditional rice varieties. Government and NGO estimates indicate that 
there could be between 1,000 to 4000 traditional lowland, upland and highland varieties. The University of 
the Philippines at Los Banos for instance identified at least 888 traditional varieties between 1996 to 2012 



18 
 

( Altoveros 2014). The   provinces that host the most number of these varieties include Palawan, Surigao 
Del Sur, Ifugao, Mountain Province, and Abra. Many potential agricultural heritage sites are found in these 
parts of the country. 
 
There are several farmer based initiatives for in situ conservation being facilitated by NGOs such as 
MASIPAG and SEARICE and agencies like the PhilRice and UPLB.  MASIPAG currently supports 188 
trial farms involving 1330 varieties (Medina 2014). A CSO network in Cordillera called the Rice Inc., is 
now facilitating the export of Philippine heirloom varieties, providing added income to villagers who 
maintain these varieties through their heritage agriculture 

 

6.0 LIST OF POTENTIAL SITES, BY REGION 

 

Table 3 is a quick summary of recommendations from the regional consultation in 4 regions and from the 

literature review in one region (Region 2). Sections 6.1 – 6.5 present the highlights of the regional multi 

sectoral consultations done in four of the 5 focal regions. Also included are the preliminary lists of potential 

candidate sites.  

 

In Sections 6.3 to 6.5, the ranking made in 3 regions (Region 4B, 7 and 10) is not necessarily a statement 

on the importance of the site. Rather it is statement made at this point of time on what sites may need to be 

given priority attention for further study 

 

Based on subsequent studies, most if not all  of those listed in the following sections would likely qualify 

for formal location specific  recognition under existing legal instruments (as part of ancestral domain plans, 

protected area plans or local land use plans). This is the most doable first step.  

 

Subsequently, based on a review process to be done in the near future under the Heritage Law, some may 

qualify for nationwide recognition (NIAHS). Of those recognized for NIAHS, some may also be subjected 

to more rigorous review and qualify for global recognition (GIAHS). 

 

 

Table 3 Summary of Potential sites in CAR, Region 4B MIMAROPA and Region 2 Cagayan Valley 6 
Region and Location  Ethnic Group  Tentative  description of the  

system  
Cordillera Administrative Region    
Abra   

1. Lagayan, San Juan and Tineg   Adasen   
 
Mountain agro-ecosystem: 
Rice based farming systems 

2. Daguioman, Malibcong, also found in 
Balbanlan  

Banaw  

3. Baay-Licuan and Lacub  Binungan  

                                                           
6 On the last column, an indication is made on the type of agro ecosystem or farming system. The terms used are 
lifted from the original descriptions made by locally based researcher in the region and vetted with regional 
consultation participants.  These terms are work in progress.  Future field studies may be able to provide a better 
description reflecting the ecosystems context  
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Region and Location  Ethnic Group  Tentative  description of the  
system  

4. Villages of Amti, Kilong-olaw,  and Danak, all 
in Boliney  

Balatok  (riverside  or hill slope)  
supported by  home gardens  
and by indigenous  forest 
protection system including 
the “lapat” system 
 

5. Dao-angan in Boliney  Belwang  
 

6. Lagangilang and Peñarrubia, Lumaba village of 
Villaviciosa, villages of Abang and Patoc in 
Bucay, Langiden, San Isidro, San Quintin, 
Danglas  and parts of Nueva Era  

Inlaud  

7. Lacub and Malibcong  Mabaka  
8. Luba, Tubo and Villaviciosa, San Emilio, 

Ilocos Sur, Banayoyo and other towns in Ilocos 
Sur  

Maeng   

9. Sallapadan, Bucloc village of Sapdaan in 
Manabo, and in barangays Poblacion, Bawiyan, 
and Dumagas in Boliney  

Masadiit  

Benguet   
1. Sablan: Barangays Bagong, Balluay, Banangan, 

Banengbeng, Bayabas, Kamog, Pappa, Poblacion 
  

 
 
Mountain agroecosystem: 
Rice based systems (rice 
terraces and kaingin) with 
camote, indigenous and 
exotic vegetables, other cash 
crops and NTFP based 
livelihoods from community 
woodlots   

2. Kapangan: Barangays Balakbak, Beleng-Belis, 
Boklaoan, Cayapes, Cuba, Datakan, Gadang, 
Gaswiling, Labueg, Paykek, Poblacion Central, 
Pudong, Pongayan, Sagubo, Taba-ao 

 

3. Tuba: Ansagan,Camp Four, Camp One,  Camp 
Three, Nangalisan, Poblacion, San  Pascual, 
Tabaan Norte, Tabaan Sur, Tadiangan, Taloy 
Norte, Taloy Sur, Twin Peaks 

 

4. Bakun: Ampusongan, Bagu, Dalipey, Gambang, 
Kayapa, Poblacion (Central),  Sinacbat 

 

5. Kabayan: Adaoay, Anchokey, Ballay Bashoy, 
Batan, Duacan, Eddet, Gusaran, Kabayan Barrio, 
Lusod, Pacso, Poblacion Tawangan 

 

6. Bokod: Ambuclao, Bila, Bobok-Bisal, Daclan, 
Ekip, Karao, Kawal, Nawal,  Pito Poblacion,  
Tikey 

 

7. Kibungan: Badeo, Lubo, Madaymen, Palina, 
Poblacion, Sagpat, Tacadang 

 

8. Atok: Abiang, Caliking, Cattubo, Naguey, Paoay, 
Pasdong, Poblacion, Topdac 

 

Ifugao   
1. Banaue rice terraces -Batad  and Banggaan  Ayangan   

 
Mountain ago ecosystems. 
Tribal agricultural heritage 
systems: woodlot 
management, rice terraces or 
"payew" and swidden farm 
or "uma" 

2. Mayoyao Rice terraces  Ayangan  
3. Hungduan Rice terraces ** Ayangan  
4. Nagacadan Rice terraces in Kiangan  Ayangan  
5. Aguinaldo rice terraces  Ayangan 
6. Mayoyao Rice terraces  Ayangan 
7. Tinoc rice terraces  Kalangoya  
8. Asipulo rice terraces Kalanguya 
9. Hungduan** Tuwali 
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Region and Location  Ethnic Group  Tentative  description of the  
system  

Kalinga   
1. Tanudan: Barangays  Upper Lubo, Lower Lubo, 

Babbanoy, Poblacion, Mangali Centro, Lower 
Taloctoc, Upper TaloctocGaang and Dacalan 

  
 
 
 
 
Mountain agroecosystem 
(rice farming in rice terraces 
and kaingin) supported by 
gardens, perennial crops 
(coffee) pasturelands   

2. Tinglayan : Bugnay, Basao, Buscalan, Loccong, 
Botbot, Ngibat, Dananao, Tugao East and West, 
Sumadel 1 and 2, Belong-Manobal, Mallango, 
Bangad, Ambato and Luplupa 

 

3. Lubuagan: Mabongtot, Tanglag, Dangoy, 
Poblacion, Mabilong, Upper Uma, Lower Uma, 
Western Uma, Canao 

 

4. Pasil: Balatoc, Colayo, Galdang, Guina-ang, 
Bagtayan, Dangtalan, Ableg, Balinciagao Sur and 
Norte, Malucsad, Pugong and Magsilay 

 

5. Balbalan: Balbalasan, Talalang, Panyikian, 
Poblacion, Gawaan, Balantoy, Poswoy, Balbalan 
Proper, Maling, Mabaca, Tawang and Buaya 

 

6. Pinukpuk: Asibanglan, Limos, Ababaan, 
Allaguiya, Apatan, Barangay Magao-gao 

 

Mountain Province    
 
Rice Terraces and swidden 
grown rice (uma and payew) 

1. Barlig  
2. Paracelis  
3. Besao  
4. Bauko  
5. Adanga 

 
 

REGION 4B – MIMAROPA   
Mindoro   

1. Baco  Alangan M. Swidden farming/multiple 
cropping 

2. Sablayan, Calintaaan, Pinamalayan Batangan M. Mt. Siburan-associated 
farming systems 

3. Mindoro   Mounts Iglit-Baco National 
Park-associated farming 
systems 

4. Puerto Galera  Iraya M. Integral swidden agriculture 
5. Mansalay, Bullalacao, San Jose  Hanunuo M. Integral swidden agriculture  

    
Palawan   
1. Sofrono Espanola Palawanon Tribal agricultural heritage 

systems 
2. Roxas, Batak Tribal agricultural heritage 

systems 
3. Puerto Princesa   
4. Malampaya sound , Taytay, San Vicente, Coron Tagbanwa Complex multi-layered 

home gardens / Tribal 
agricultural heritage systems 
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Region and Location  Ethnic Group  Tentative  description of the  
system  

Cavite, Laguna, Batangas (Part of Region 4A)7  Tagalog  
1. Silang ,  Cavite  Tagalog Coconut based Multi-story 

cropping system  
2. Tiaong, Quezon Tagalog   

Traditional multiple 
cropping systems  

3. Polillo, Quezon Tagalog  

4. Tayabas, Quezon  Tagalog Mountain rice terrace 
REGION 2 – CAGAYAN VALLEY   
1.Nueva Vizcaya Sante Fe, Aritao and Kayapa Kalanguya-

Ikalahan 
Camote system and 
improved fallows system 

2.Pantayan, Mahatao, Batanes Ivatan Traditional Multi-cropping 
3.Basco Batanes, San Antonio Ivatan Traditional agricultural 

practices 
4.Ivana, Batanes Ivaneos Multiple cropping/swine 

raising 
5.Uyugan, Batanes Ivatans of 

Uyugan 
Multiple cropping/ fishing, 
poultry and livestock 
production 

6.Itbayat, Batanes Itbayat-
Ivatan 

Inter-cropping, especially 
rice, garlic and corn 

7.Sabtang, Batanes Isabtang Multiple cropping/inter-
cropping/ Pottery  

 

Table 4 Summary of Potential Candidate sites in Region 7: Central Visayas and Region 10: Northern 

Mindanao8 
REGION 7 – CENTRAL VISAYAS Ethnic 

Group  
Tentative description of system  

Bohol    
1. Panglao, Dauis, Corella, Albur, Baclayon, 

Cortes, Sikatuna, Guindulman,  
Visayan Ube production  

2. 6 barangays in Sierra Bullones (Abachanan, 
Danicop, Matin-ao, Kahayag, Lataban, 
Magsaysay); Garcia Hernandez; Duero; Wahig 
Watershed and Rajah Sikatuna Protected 
Landscape (RSPL) 

Boholano Water management of water 
from springs that drains to 
Wahig River and comprise 
Wahig Watershed 

3. Bilar farmers in 3 barangays (BISU-Bilar 
Campus), Bohol 

Boholano Rice seedbank 

4. Guindulman, Sierra-Bullones, Duero, Valencia, 
Pilar 

Eskaya Communal farming; but has 
drifted in early 2000 

                                                           
7 The Regional consultation for Region 4 B – MIMAROPA also identified well known potential candidate sites in 
nearby Region 4A. This included the  multi-storey coconut based multi-story cropping in Silang, Cavite  
8 8 On the last column an indication is made on the type of agricultural landscape and farming system. The terms 
used are lifted from the original descriptions made by locally based researcher in the region and vetted with regional 
consultation participants. These terms are works in progress.  Future field studies may be able to provide a better 
description 
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5. Dimiao Boholano Cantaloupe production/ 
farming; Planting cantaloupes 
after rice harvest in summer; 
mulching 

Cebu   
1. Alcoy, Dalaguete, Alegria (Argao WS; Tanon 

Strait) 
Cebuano Rockwalls and terracing 

2. Argao Cebuano Use of traditional variety of 
corn 

3. Busay, Sirao, Sudlon, Malubog, etc. Cebuano Managing water 
resources/water collection for 
flower farms; utilization of 
catchments as water source 

4. Naalad, Naga Cebuano Improved fallow system, 
terracing, hedgerows and 
improved fallow 

5. Lawaan, Dumanjug (Tanon Strait) Cebuano Native chicken grown in 
backyards using corn, coconut 
as feeds 

Negros Oriental   
1. Balinsayaw Negrense Improved fallow; organic 

farming using guano 
REGION 10 – NORTHERN MINDANAO    
Camiguin  Kamigin 

Tribe 
(including 
non-IPs): 

Traditional lanzones farming 
 

Misamis Oriental   
1. Claveria Bukidnon 

Higa-onon 
Natural Vegetative Filter Strips 
(NVFS), Natural Vegetative 
Strips (NVS) 
 

2. Eastern Coastal Towns Bukidnon 
Higa-onon 
(and Non-
IPs) 

Coconut-based Farming System 

Bukidnon   
1. Saluringan, Catablaran, Tumanigon, Calakapan, 

and Kulasihan, Cananga-an, Cabanglasan 
Bukidnon 
Umayamnon 

Traditional Abaca Fiber 
production  
 

2. Miyarayon, Talakag Tala andig, 
Bukidnon  

Traditional Coffee Production 

3. Sto. Domingo   
4. Impalutao Bukidnon 

(including 
Non-IPs): 

Bamboo plantation 

5. Lantapan Talaandig Unique Cultural and Traditional 
Systems,  

6. Kibalabag, Manalog, Busdi, and Caburacanan, 
Malaybalay 

Bukidnon 
Higa-onon 

Traditional Abaca Fiber 
production 
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7. Impalutao, and some remote Upland Brgys of 

Malaybalay City 
Bukidnon 
Higa-onon 

Traditional Coffee Production 
System 

8. San Fernando Manobo  Cotton Weaving   
Misamis Occidental   

1. Mt. Malindang Subanen Multiple Cropping or Poly-
Culture Farming Systems 
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6.1. Cordillera Administrative Region – Excerpts of the Regional Consultation 
 
Mountain Ecosystems. Workshop participants noted that mountain agro-ecosystems are pervasive in the 
region and not just solely in the current GIAHS sites or in Ifugao. These are not just about rice terraces but 
a mosaic of agricultural and agroforestry land uses. Elements include the home gardens; the rice terraces; 
the swidden farming; animal raising; and the family/community forest patches that support the water 
requirements (agricultural use and household, domestic needs), forest and NTFP use. For the Cordillerans, 
swidden agriculture is considered the “spouse” of the rice terraces and is a safety net for rice deficits. In 
some places, fruit trees are being introduced into former swidden farms. 
 
The architecture and structural composition of rice terraces may vary from place to place, but the same 
architectural, engineering principles are followed, highlighting the role of forest mosaics as part of 
agriculture. The mountain ecosystems form a major part of the headwaters for the three  river systems yet 
the mountain people receive little benefit from the major water users (power, irrigation) downstream.  
 
Agrobiodiversity. Research studies led by BSU and cooperating state universities indicates a substantial 
gene pool of sweet potato, gabi and mountain rice as well as native animals. They are however dwindling 
fast due to changing farm methods and climatic disruptions. Regional researchers are relatively well 
organized to undertake various germplasm conservation researches. 
 
IKS. The skills of terracing and upland agriculture are supported by oral traditions (including chants like 
the “hudhud”) that are internationally recognized and are passed on from one generation to another. Several 
local initiatives to document IKS are noteworthy. One of this is the effort of the Ifugao State University and 
partners to document the IRT system. In many cases, retired school teachers and other senior citizens are 
involved. The NCIP cites 8 documented IKs.  
 
Issues and threats. A major concern is the dwindling interest of the youth to tend the agro forest systems. 
Mining continues to be a threat coupled with unnecessary delays in the registration of CADTs. The 
conversion of traditional areas for rice and swiden farming using chemical inputs  as well as climate 
aberrations and ecological disturbances have led to various problems including increased earthworm 
activity affecting the stability of portions of the terraces.  There is hardly any surplus rice production.  In 
Kalinga, the famous coffee groves are being observed for their possible effect on the water supply situation.  
 
The lack of appreciation of the true value of the mountain agro ecosystems is a major reason for the lack of 
public investment to support their conservation and sustainable use. In this connection, a study on PES was 
done in Bakun, Benguet and the results provide insights for the future. UP Baguio indicated that it is 
mobilizing its graduate studies to do some pilot valuation studies.  
 
Prospects for “dynamic conservation” and heritage management. The management of IRT has been 
devolved to the province of Ifugao. They plan to update the master plan for the rice terraces. Part of the 
updating is to seek ways to also recognize other equally remarkable sites not covered by GIAHS. Lessons 
must be learned from the mixed results of implementing a PhP 50M NCCA grant for heritage management. 
 
Learning’s from the two pilot GIAHS project interventions in Ifugao (Kiangan, Hungduan) can be shared 
to mainstream the concept of dynamic conservation of agricultural heritage in  the master plan. A good 
number of successful cases of family-based and community initiatives also exist. These include the Schools 
of living tradition and some eco-tourism based livelihood activities among others. The end quality standards 
might require monitoring to ensure the quality is met.  
 
A long list of potential GIAHS sites for CAR has been prepared. Participants indicated that all would likely 
meet most of the 5 sets of criteria. Participants took note of the rich information assembled so far to describe 
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the potential GIAHS sites, particularly of information derived from current documentation of IKS made by 
the various ethnic groups.  
 
Participants however requested more time to review the criteria and agreed that they were not in a position 
to conduct a ranking exercise following the 8 point criteria given the sheer number involved and the need 
to do further field validation work. Participants also emphasized the need to use the landscape approach vs. 
commodity approach (rice based) as basis for ranking, once more information is made available. 
 
The representatives from Abra, Kalinga and Apayao requested a follow up FGD in their areas to further 
check. Abra and Kalinga however indicated high confidence that many of the traditional systems are largely 
still in place. 
 
Additional information: Some General Characteristics of Rice farming in the Cordilleras 
 
A). Land Use Systems And Ownership 

 Principle of prior use for privatization of  payew/swidden farm 

 Communal Land rights 
- over forestland for hunting and pastureland 
- water is  always communal - fair distribution regulated by irrigators association (MP) or 

by the community 
- irrigation canals are maintained for use of all farmers 

 All areas have private woodlots - muyong of Ifugao, Imong of Kalinga, Tayan (clan owned) kakah-
iw private woodlots near residential areas of Barlig; lakon of Bontoc 

 Backyard gardens – homelots - baangan or faangan  of MP, bangen of Tinoc a smaller version of 
the uma near the homesite  

 
b) . IKSP 

 Cultural value systems and organization rituals on the agricultural cycle as well as traditional 
council of elders enforcing prohibitions during the cycle;   

 IKSP on natural indicators from animals and plants and based on the lunar calendar   for signaling 
cycles of planting etc; ex. ‘bodong” or peace-pact made possible the  building of rice paddies, 
pangats settle land and water disputes 

- rituals related to the uma or swidden farming 
- mutual help systems - increasing the coping resiliency of the community in  other situations 

such as disasters 
 

 Mutual help systems such as: 
- Ob-obbo of Sagada and ob-obfo or chang-as of Sadanga and ubbu of Tinoc 
- ab-abngay/afuyog/lafot of kadaclan, Barlig 
- Finachang of the Iffalig of barlig 
- Dad-a and baddang of Hungduan 

 
 The mutual help system results in synchronized activities which prevents pest build-up by cutting 

the pests food supply  
 

o Nutrient cycling 
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o the Bontoc pigpen as recycling center for waste-combining weeds, sunflower, rice stubble 
and straw; 

o The kalingas do not use fertilizer except decaying straws, the chaychay of barlig which 
means stepping on the  rice stalks until they are immersed 

o Use of sunflower 
o Irrigation water from forests for nutrient cycling Women do majority work in rice 

production. Generally women select and preserve and broadcast the seeds to be planted 
and to be eaten; 

 
c). Food Security 

- rice supply is adequate but because of increasing population not enough supply; 
- planting of rice as staple and uma are combined or done successively to ensure food security of 

community 
 

d) .Biodiversity –  
 Should be considered within the ecosystem of rice production where for instance the muyung and 

forestlands are protected and developed as sources of water that irrigates the rice paddies;   
 

 After  rice planting season – the practice of  crop rotation to maintain soil fertility using nitrogen 
fixing crops such as   beans and peanuts is undertaken; 

 
 The uma or swidden farm is also vital to the food security of the community as source of vegetables, 

to supplement the communities diet; 
 

Table 5 Summary of Potential Sites In CAR  
ABRA BENGUET   
Mountain agro-ecosystem: Rice based farming 
systems (riverside  or hill slope) supported by  
home gardens  and by indigenous  forest 
protection system called “lapat” 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
1. Lagayan, San Juan and Tineg  (Adasen Tribe) 
2. Daguioman, Malibcong, also found in 
Balbanlan (Banaw Tribe) 
3. Baay-Licuan and Lacub (Binungan Tribe) 
4. Villages of Amti, Kilong-olaw,  and Danak, 
all in Boliney (Balatok Tribe)  
5. Dao-angan in Boliney (Belwang Tribe) 
 
 
6. Malibcong (Gubang Tribe) 
7. Lagangilang and Peñarrubia, Lumaba village 
of Villaviciosa, villages of Abang and Patoc in 
Bucay, Langiden, San Isidro, San Quintin, 
Danglas  and parts of Nueva Era (Inlaud Tribe) 

Mountain agroecosystem: Rice based systems 
(rice terraces and kaingin)  with , camote, 
indigenous and exotic vegetables, other cash crops 
and NTFP based livelihoods from community 
woodlots   
LOCATION 
1. Sablan: Barangays Bagong, Balluay, Banangan, 
Banengbeng, Bayabas, Kamog, Pappa, Poblacion 
2. Kapangan: Barangays Balakbak, Beleng-Belis, 
Boklaoan, Cayapes, Cuba, Datakan, Gadang, 
Gaswiling, Labueg, Paykek, Poblacion Central, 
Pudong, Pongayan, Sagubo, Taba-ao 
3. TUBA: Ansagan,Camp Four, Camp One,  Camp 
Three, Nangalisan, Poblacion, San  Pascual, 
Tabaan Norte, Tabaan Sur, Tadiangan, Taloy 
Norte, Taloy Sur, Twin Peaks 
4. Bakun: Ampusongan, Bagu, Dalipey, Gambang, 
Kayapa, Poblacion (Central),  Sinacbat 
5. KABAYAN: Adaoay, Anchokey, Ballay 
Bashoy, Batan, Duacan, Eddet, Gusaran, Kabayan 
Barrio, Lusod, Pacso, Poblacion Tawangan 
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8. Lacub and Malibcong (Mabaka Tribe) 
9. Luba, Tubo and Villaviciosa, San Emilio, 
Ilocos Sur, Banayoyo and other towns in Ilocos 
Sur (Maeng  Tribe) 
10. Sallapadan, Bucloc village of Sapdaan in 
Manabo, and in barangays Poblacion, Bawiyan, 
and Dumagas in Boliney (Masadiit Tribe) 

6. BOKOD: Ambuclao, Bila, Bobok-Bisal, Daclan, 
Ekip, Karao, Kawal, Nawal,  Pito Poblacion,  Tikey 
7. Kibungan: Badeo, Lubo, Madaymen, Palina, 
Poblacion, Sagpat, Tacadang 
8. ATOK: Abiang, Caliking, Cattubo, Naguey, 
Paoay, Pasdong, Poblacion, Topdac 

IFUGAO KALINGA 
Mountain ago ecosystems. Tribal agricultural 
heritage systems: woodlot management, rice 
terraces or "payew" and swidden farm or "uma" 
LOCATION 
1. Banaue rice terraces -Batad  and Banggaan 

(Ayangan tribe) 
2. Mayoyao Rice terraces (Ayangan tribe) 
3. Hungduan Rice terraces (Ayangan tribe) 
4. Nagacadan Rice terraces in Kiangan 

(Ayangan Tribe 
5. Aguinaldo rice terraces (Ayangan) 
6. Mayoyao Rice terraces (Ayangan) 
7. Tinoc rice terraces (Kalangoya tribe) 
8. Asipulo rice terraces/(Kalanguya) 
9. Hungduan (Tuwali) 

Mountain agroecosystem (rice farming in rice 
terraces and kaingin)  supported by gardens, 
perennial crops (coffee) pasturelands  
LOCATION 
1. Tanudan: Barangays  Upper Lubo, Lower Lubo, 
Babbanoy, Poblacion, Mangali Centro, Lower 
Taloctoc, Upper TaloctocGaang and Dacalan 
2. Tinglayan : Bugnay, Basao, Buscalan, Loccong, 
Botbot, Ngibat, Dananao, Tugao East and West, 
Sumadel 1 and 2, Belong-Manobal, Mallango, 
Bangad, Ambato and Luplupa 
3. Lubuagan: Mabongtot, Tanglag, Dangoy, 
Poblacion, Mabilong, Upper Uma, Lower Uma, 
Western Uma, Canao 
4. Pasil: Balatoc, Colayo, Galdang, Guina-ang, 
Bagtayan, Dangtalan, Ableg, Balinciagao Sur and 
Norte, Malucsad, Pugong and Magsilay 
5. Balbalan: Balbalasan, Talalang, Panyikian, 
Poblacion, Gawaan, Balantoy, Poswoy, Balbalan 
Proper, Maling, Mabaca, Tawang and Buaya 
6. Pinukpuk: Asibanglan, Limos, Ababaan, 
Allaguiya, Apatan, Barangay Magao-gao. 

MT PROVINCE  APAYAO – NO INFO AT THIS TIME 
Rice Terraces and swidden grown rice (uma and 
payew) 
LOCATION 
1. Barlig 
2. Paracelis 
3. Besao 
4. Bauko 
5. Adanga 
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Example From The Cordillera Administrative Region 

The Agri-Culture Landscape of the Brave Tanudan Kalinga Peoples 
 

The Tanudan agri-culture forest landscape in Tanudan, Kalinga province is known to be the last frontier of 
the Kalinga province. The place was then home to the renown tattooed Kalinga head hunters of yesteryears. 
These are the same people who built the rice terraces and maintained the kaingin areas and woodlots as part 
of their water management system. This system produced abundant rice harvest, hence, Tanudan was once 
considered the rice granary of the province.  

The rice terraces is very important for this brave people. Settlements were built on the hill on top of the 
terraces. This afforded them an open view to the villages as precaution against enemies. The warrior 
tradition helped the Kalinga repel the previous attempts of logging firms or hydro-electric dams 

Today many professionals in Kalinga province come from Tanudan, a sign of the demanding need for the 
natural environments as well as reflecting the dynamism of the people. To formally recognize the traditional 
ownership of the domains, there are eight ancestral domains that are being formalized in Tanudan.  

Accentuated by the rice terraces on hilly slope, most of the agricultural landscape build centuries ago are 
still maintained. It produces well-loved rice varieties.  The red rice variety of “unoy” for instance fetches a 
high price of P 150/ kg in weekend Organic markets in Manila. Villagers actually maintain at least 22 rice 
varieties classified under 3 generic categories. The women leads in the maintenance and selection of seeds 
to be planted. In this hilly sloping agricultural landscapes, the renowned Kalinga coffee are also being 
grown adjacent to the rice terraces.  

The agricultural landscape combines with the remaining forests to form an agro forest mosaic with high 
biodiversity. The local governance system was rooted in the local customary practice called bodong (peace 
agreements). This customary practice along with other traditions are being handed down from one 
generation to the present generation. 

Figure 2 The Tanudan agri-cultural landscape. Known as the rice granary of the province, the Tanudan 
rice terraces also served as security asset to the reknowed Kalinga warriors in the old times. Settlements 
perched on top of the terraces allowed a panoramic view of incoming enemies. Today, Tanudan continues 
to host multiple rice varieties and is known for growing the best coffee in Kalinga. 
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6.2. Region 4B: MIMAROPA - Excerpts of Regional Consultation9 
 
Using the criteria, fourteen initial candidate sites were rated. From out of a total of 14 prospective sites, the 
top 5 sites that emerged, to the five criteria were shortlisted. These are the following: 

 Tabgbanwa Integral swidden agriculture with sustainable fishing in Malampaya Sound and 
associated areas in Palawan 

 Hanunuo Integral swidden agriculture in Mansalay, Bulalacao and San Jose  
 Batangan associated farming system in Siburan Mountain and adjoining areas  
 Iraya Mangyan Integral swidden farming in Puerto Galera   
 Special Case: Southern Tagalog’s multi story cropping in Silang, Cavite and adjoining areas    

 
Following this result, another iteration or screening was done among the top 5 contender candidate sites, 
this time using a set of eight criteria with specific guide in the rating system per proceedings of the 
November 9, 2013 multi-stakeholder consultation. These criteria are: 1.) Scale op application or coverage; 
2.) Age of practice; 3.) Special relation to a key biodiversity area; 4.) Contributes to major 
watershed/ecosystem program; 5.) Potential for ecotourism/ecosystems programs; 6.) Indigenous 
knowledge systems and practices; 7) Current and potential support of LGU; and 8.) Social acceptability. 
 
Recommendations  
At the later part of the consultation, recommendations were sought from the participant for the pursuance 
of GIAHS related concerns. Recommendations given were the following: 
 

 Pursue payment of environmental services provided by local communities for their role in 
conserving and protection local ecosystems beneficial the rest of the population especially in the 
lowland.  

 Enforce free and prior informed consent (FPIC) for incoming projects or interventions 

 For NCIP to  Include the system (IKSP) in ADSDPP (Agricultural heritage) 

 For DepEd to strengthen IP Education and inclusion of IKSP in school curricula  

 Establishment of schools of living tradition In IP communities to ensure appreciation of IP culture, 
tradition and practices 

 For FIDA to support abaca plantation establishment and processing where abaca production is 
suitable. 

 Update information/profiling system/ documentation (development of database system) 

 To promote coordinated researches relating to GIAHS, make accessible standard rapid appraisal 
instruments or methodology. 

 DA and PCA - provision of technical assistance and coconut planting materials. Focused attention 
in solving the spreading problem on scale insect problem in coconut plantations specially in Region 
4B 

 DOT- promotion and support for agricultural heritage  
 LGU support through patronage of the identified GIAHS sites and passage of supportive ordinances 

 For IP scholars to return back to the community and apply their learnings in the context of their 
local culture, be part in the teaching and promotion of their culture and IKSP 

 
 

                                                           
9 The Workshop also identified illustrative sites in the Southern Tagalog Region (CALABARZON). One of this is 
the Silang Cavite Coconut based Multiple Cropping System  



31 
 

Table 6 SUMMARY LIST OF CANDIDATE SITES IN REGION 4B  
 

TOWN/ BGY/PA AND QUICK 
DESCRIPTION 

ETHNIC AND POSSIBLE 
GIAHS CATEGORY 

KEY 
REFEREN

CE/ 
CONTAC

T 
PERSON 

TOT
AL 

SCO
RE 

RA
NK 

Baco, 
Mindoro 

Swidden farming/multiple 
cropping 

Alang
an 
Mang
yan 

Tribal agricultural 
heritage 
systems/Multiple 
cropping 

Zamora et 
al 2011 

 
 

Sablayan, 
Calintaaan, 
Pinamalayan, 
Mindoro 

Mt. Siburan-associated 
farming systems  

Batan
gan 

Tribal agricultural 
heritage system 

BPP, 
Serrano, 
1997 

21 2 

Mindoro Mounts Iglit-Baco 
National Park-associated 
farming systems  

    NEWCAP
P 

21 2 

Puerto Galera, 
Mindoro 

Integral swidden 
agriculture 

Iraya 
Mang
yan 

  Cola, 2005 21 2 

Mansalay, 
Bullalacao, 
San Jose, 
Mindoro 

Integral swidden 
agriculture Hanunuo 

  Tribal agricultural 
heritage system 

NEWCAP
P, Castro, 
1994 

23 1 

Sofrono 
Espanola, 
Palawan 

Swidden farming (rice) Palaw
anon 

Tribal agricultural 
heritage systems 

Zamora et 
al 2011 

 
 

Roxas, 
Palawan 

Kaingin and homegardens Batak Tribal agricultural 
heritage systems 

Zamora et 
al 2011 

 
 

Puerto 
Princesa, 
Palawan 

Minimal tillage/Water-
saving technologies 

    Espaldon 
et al  

 
 

Malampaya 
sound , 
Taytay, San 
Vicente, 
Coron, 
Palawan 

Integral swidden 
agriculture with 
sustainable marine fishing 

Tagba
nwa 

Complex multi-
layered home 
gardens / Tribal 
agricultural 
heritage systems 

BPP, Cola 
, 2012, 
PEDCA, 
2003 

22 1 

Tayabas, 
Quezon  

Ancient rice terraces Tagalo
gs 

Mountain rice 
terrace 

DA 
Region 4A 

 
 

 Cavite, 
Laguna, 
Batangas 

Coconut- based- multi-
story cropping  

Tagalo
gs 

Multiple cropping PCARRD, 
UPLB, 
DA, 
CavSU 

16 4 

Tiaong Mulching, Green 
Manuring and Cover 
Cropping 

    Espaldon 
et al  
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Quezon and 
Laguna 

Farming System 
(Malapapaya and Coconut) 

    Espaldon 
et al  

 
 

Polillo, 
Quezon  

Polillo Group of Islands- 
associated farming 
systems? 

    NEWCAP
P 
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Example From Region 4b – Mimaropa 
The Gentle Agriculture of the Hanunuo Mangyan 

 
The Hanunuo Mangyan are gentle, peace loving people in the southeastern part of Mindoro. They are known 
to have a rich indigenous culture. They are known for the distinctive alphabet (surat mangyan). 
 
They are also known for artistic leanings as gleaned from the many poems (ambahan) and songs (played 
with home-made instruments) that celebrate the various stages of a Mangyans life. As a lowland child learns 
to use pen and paper to become literate, the Hanuno counterpart (aside from learning to use pen and paper) 
learns how to use the knife and bamboo. On the banboo, the Hanunuo also writes prose and poetry. 
 
It is not surprising then that the Hanunuo swidden agriculture system is considered among the gentlest and 
ecologically sound.  The Hanuno practice an elaborate set of rules around selective kaingin. This include a 
list of types of places excluded from kaingin. Elaborate firebreaks are built.  Important trees are not burned.  
They are wrapped with protective sheaths of banana stalks to prevent from being smoldered. Small trees 
are retained to become stakes for climbing legumes. Accordingly, this system has prevented the degradation 
of the land in spite of the overall decline of forest cover.  
 
The ecologically sustainable swidden agriculture  system is complemented by equally ecologically sound 
practices. Over 100 rice varieties are still maintained. Cereals, leafy vegetables, legumes, spices, fruit trees 
dyes and other crops are planted in the same farm. They don’t use inorganic fertilizers. They use organic 
pesticides and cultural practices to manage pests. Accordingly the Hanuno system hosts about 1, 200 species 
of plants. About the same number have their own names in Mangyan. About 90% of these are known for 
their food value. 

Figure 3 The Hanunuo Swidden Agriculture. The 
Hununuo Mangyan have their own alphabet and 
Hanunuo person recites many poems in his/her 
lifetime. This trait is part of the country’s “National 
Living Treasure”. Their gentle and artistic ways is also 
reflected in their elaborate swidden agricultural system 
which has been described as very ecologically sound. 
They also maintain over 100 rice varieties. Photos by 
Mangyan Mission c/o Ewald Dinther, Mangyan 
Mission. 
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6.3. Region 7: Central Visayas – Excerpts Of Consultations  
 
The participants generally affirmed the criteria to be used in identifying the candidate GIAHs sites. They 
also called the attention of the Project to the following considerations in identifying candidate site: 
 

a) Region 7’s agriculture is more livestock than crops oriented. We must be careful of a crop bias in 
the GIAHS criteria and ensure that agricultural heritage systems based  livestock are not missed 
out   

b) Not all local knowledge is indigenous and that is ok.  Many of the species involved in heritage sites 
were  formerly introduced species in the earlier centuries  

c) No need to call ceremonies as such, they can be referred to as part of the agricultural production 
practices. The term “Folklore” should be used appropriately, not all folklore is rooted from practice, 
some are just invented.  

d) Under the criteria on biodiversity, ensure that the degree of threat is seriously considered. Species 
under major that are hosted by heritage sites need to be given more attention.  Identify what is really 
unique in the system to distinguish them from other systems. Look for the rationale  

e) Consider the economic contributions to the region  
 
The participants agreed that the Ube production system in the Karst dominated south Eastern Belt of Bohol 
would be considered a flagship candidate heritage site in Region 7. In describing this system, take note of 
associated landscapes that dot the karst belt: a) The rice terrace system; b) other root-crops systems, c) 
initiatives to conserve indigenous rice varieties (in Bilar Bohol).  
 
Prospects For Dynamic Conservation  
 
The DA is responsible for helping assess the prospects for mainstreaming the values of GIAHS and for the 
promotion of the dynamic conservation into national and local programs. The following points were raised. 
 

 GIAHS sites support biodiversity and it reminds us of the age old song Bahay Kubo which sites a 
wide array of plants  

 A real challenge is the thrust of the national agriculture program towards higher productivity. There 
is a need to estimate the extent of the practice and consider the factors on the ground that will drive 
land conversion.   

 If the extent of practice of these  systems continue to decline further their value may be more for 
anthropological interest rather than for agricultural development  

 In studying these systems, consider not just the agricultural practices in these candidate sites but 
the cultural values as well  

 
Participants shared some interesting ongoing work that may contribute directly or indirectly to the dynamic 
conservation of these sites: 
 

 The Cebu tourism council has launched heritage tours into the older towns of the province. Some 
of these tours involve visits to traditional farming practices such as those in Barangay Villadolid in 
Carcar Cebu.  

 The Cebu City will soon be declared a heritage city and. There are potential traditional agricultural 
practices in Cebu city hilly lands 
 

 The University of San Carlos has established the Center for Heritage or CHERISH which presently 
focuses on monuments and similar facilities.  
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 CLUPs in Region 7 will be finished by 2014. CLUPS being developed in adjacent towns are being 
encouraged to support a corridor of heritage sites (RTD Al Orolfo). There is now an emerging 
advocacy for HLURB to support a “mixed land use” policy that involves various land uses in a 
compact area.  
 

 In Dumanhug Cebu, farmers are raising native chicken the traditional way, which they supply to a 
major food chain in Cebu 
 

 The DA has a new national program on adaptation to climate change; organic agriculture and a 
formative program on the development of biodiversity friendly agriculture. These are windows that 
may have a stake on the potential examples of climate smart agriculture  that candidate GIAHS 
sites can share  
 

 Local communities, if properly motivated, will rise to the occasion and does something that will 
help conserve heritage systems.  
 

The participants have also identified a potential list of actions to promote the dynamic conservation of these 
sites. These include the following: 
 

 Once the value of these sites is described, develop an advocacy program that targets specific end 
users such as the education and tourism industry.  

 Include this topic in the agenda of the RAFC.  Such agenda may also support the support local 
initiatives such as the Bilar effort on rice  

 Study how niche markets for products from these systems can be further developed.  Provide the 
link between producers and potential markets and help in product development to meet niche 
market that capitalize on the heritage value  

 Encourage the tourism sector to include more of these sites in the heritage tours program. Provide 
technical support in developing educational materials that can be used by tourist agencies and allied 
services 

 Work with the HLURB and DILG to encourage LGUs to include heritage conservation in the 
CLUPs and include the agricultural practices in these plans 

 Involve other institutions who were not able to attend this session in future interactions. Send them 
copies of the proceedings. 
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Table 7 SUMMARY LIST OF CANDIDATE SITES IN REGION 7 
 

TOWN/BGY/PA AND QUICK DESCRIPTION 
ETHNIC AND 
POSSIBLE GIAHS 
CATEGORY 

KEY 
REFERENCE/ 

CONTACT 
PERSON 

TOTAL 
SCORE 

RAN
K 

Panglao, 
Dauis, 
Corella, 
Albur, 
Baclayon, 
Cortes, 
Sikatuna, 
Guindulman, 
Bohol 

Ube production (particularly on Kinampay or purple 
aromatic yam); seasonal crop grown from June to 
December; great market demand for purple aromatic yam 
(kinampay); the ordinary varieties are considered staple crop 
and alternate source of carbohydrate in meals of many 
families.  
 
Cultural management practices translated by oral tradition 
include use of set treatment prior to planting, soil fertility 
improvement, soil sterilization, mulching, and smudging 
harvesting technique. Annual Provincial Ube festival held in 
January, just right after harvest. Contests of pinaka-, 
culinary, poster making, jingle.  There is an organization of 
Ube farmers (BUFCI).  

Visayan High 
Value 
Crop; 
traditiona
l 
agricultu
ral 
heritage 
systems 

Personal interview 
with Rosarita 
Crencia, Mar Dayo, 
Juan Tongco; PIA 
Bohol news release 
Jan 2012; Bohol 
Prov’l Library 
archive on winners 
of Ubi Fest jingle, 
balak, balitaw, 
poster; PIA news 
dispatch 7 Jan 2013; 
http://leoudtohan.bl
ogspot.com/2012/01
/misty-eyed-look-at-
ubi-fest.html 

24 1 

6 barangays in 
Sierra 
Bullones 
(Abachanan, 
Danicop, 
Matin-ao, 
Kahayag, 
Lataban, 
Magsaysay); 
Garcia 
Hernandez; 
Duero; Wahig 
Watershed 
and Rajah 

Remarkably visible as a continuous landscape in 6 adjoining 
barangays in Sierra Bullones, and in more locations in the 
towns of Garcia-Hernandez and Duero; existed for over 100 
years; Water management of water from springs that drains 
to Wahig River and comprise Wahig Watershed, the largest 
watershed on the island, and is part of the headwaters that 
support the largest irrigation dam in the Visayas region; 
within the Rajah Sikatuna Protected Landscape (RSPL). 
Undocumented, except in blogs of travellers who happen to 
pass by the area. 

Boholan
o 

Manage
ment of 
soil and 
water 
resources 

Osmundo Rebosura, 
Danicop; VM Dodie 
Maestrado; Quirina 
Bade; Renato 
Bayocot; blogs of 
travellers  

24 1 
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Sikatuna 
Protected 
Landscape 
(RSPL), 
Bohol 
Bilar farmers 
in 3 barangays 
(BISU-Bilar 
Campus), 
Bohol 

Rice seedbank; genetic diversity; more than 200 rice 
varieties collected from various sources and readily 
available to local rice farmers; variety to choose from when 
damage of crop occur 

Boholan
o 

Genetic 
diversity 

SEARICE; Bohol 
Island State 
University-Bilar 
Campus; Dr. Marina 
A. Labonite 

23 2 

Alcoy, 
Dalaguete, 
Alegria 
(Argao WS; 
Tanon Strait), 
Cebu 

Rockwalls and terracing in Southern Cebu, particularly from 
Nug-as to Dalaguete; Nug-as and Dalaguete are KBA and 
IBA in Cebu where there are endemic species of flora and 
fauna; NEWCAPP Site; also in Argao, Pinamungahan, 
Alegria 

Cebuano   CBCF report to 
Ruffords, 2004; 
Lapar 2001; 
Paguntalan 2008 

23  2 

Guindulman, 
Sierra-
Bullones, 
Duero, 
Valencia, 
Pilar, Bohol 

Eskaya community Indigenous community with own set of 
customs and traditions, including dialect; used to practice 
communal farming; but has drifted in early 2000 

Eskaya    Estorba, 2004; 
Kelly, 2012 

22  3 

Argao-use of 
traditional 
variety of 
corn, Cebu 

Use improved tiniguib as more resistant to pest; practice of 
storage of corn 

Cebuano   Felix Albarando 
(OMA-Argao) 

22 3 

Busay, Sirao, 
Sudlon, 
Malubog, etc., 
Cebu 

Managing water resources/water collection for flower farms; 
utilization of catchments as water source 

Cebuano   CAO; personal 
observation 

20 4  

       

Naalad, Naga 
hedgerows 
and improved 
fallow, Cebu 

Improved fallow system, Terracing ; improved fallow 
system, Terracing using vegetative hedgerows; Timberland 
Area but threatened by encroachment of settlements, 
including a memorial park  

Cebuano   PCARRD report; 
Concepcion 1995; 

19 5 
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Lawaan, 
Dumanjug 
native chicken 
growing 
(Tanon Strait), 
Cebu 

Native chicken grown in backyards using corn, coconut as 
feeds; BisNok festival every October, now in its 5th year 

Cebuano   http://balita.ph/2010
/11/07/cebu-towns-
supply-of-native-
chicken-needs-to-
be-sustained-mayor-
says/; personal 
interview Jojo 
Zozobrado 

16 6 

Dimiao, 
Bohol 

Cantaloupe production/ farming; Planting cantaloupes after 
rice harvest in summer; mulching 

Boholan
o 

  Personal 
observation; 
conversation with 
NIA personnel 

12 7  

Balinsayaw, 
Negros 
Oriental 

Improved fallow; organic farming using guano Negrense   DENR Region 7  0 ND 

          0 ND 
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Example From Region 7 - Central Visayas 

Ubi Production System in the Karst Landscapes of Southern Bohol 
 
Every year, for the past two centuries or so, upland farmers in 30 plus communities go through an elaborate 
ritual to plant more than 12 varieties of ube (Dioscorea sp). One of the varieties is famous for its rich aroma 
and flavor which accordingly, cannot be duplicated elsewhere.  
 
This unique way of ubi production occurs in the midst of remnant forests in the karst dominated landscapes 
of central and southern Bohol where the nationally iconic tarsier, also lives. The same landscape forms an 
important part of the headwaters of the locally important Loboc watershed.    
 
Many Boholanos have a high affection to Ubi. It was considered a crop that saved the pre Spanish society 
from the brink of famine. It is said that if one drops ubi on the ground, one is supposed to “Kiss the ubi”. 
Rootrcops are considered survival food in the Visayas in difficult times. 
 
The provincial government  together with private sector groups annually holds an Ube (Yam) festival where 
the bountiful harvests are celebrated; The virtues of growing of the yam is part of the lyrics of the provincial 
hymn.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 Ubi production system in Central and Southern Bohol. A local ube farmer has to kiss the ube 
or yam if one accidentally drops it. This fond attachment is rooted to role the plant played during times of 
war and food shortage. Today, no important celebration goes without the cooked flavourful ube in the table. 
Ube production is part of rich karst biodiversity and is one of the icons for the local ecotourism. Photos by 
Bohol Provincial Government c/o Larry Pamugas. 
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6.4. Region 10 - Excerpts of Regional Consultations 
 
Participants reviewed the preliminary list and the descriptions and provided additional suggestions.  The 
overall trend on the nature of potential GIAHS sites may be described as follows.  

 
Emerging types of landscapes. Within Northern Mindanao, there are three types of landscapes where 
potential GIAHS sites are located. The first is the agricultural landscapes that dominate the upland forest 
fringes in Bukidnon and Misamis, some of which coincide with KBAs and protected areas. In these areas, 
coffee and abaca (some with high quality) are traditionally grown. High quality highland coffee has 
attracted the attention of Star Bucks Coffee at one time. Now they are supplying a nationally important 
coffee brand “Monks Blend.” Traditional abaca production and weaving is largely done by tribal 
communities and the FIDA is excited about the export prospects. 
 
A few sites within this category- some very remote, were also cited for their “fascinating ways of life” such 
as the Talaanding community (with soil paintings depicting integrated farming systems) and the Manobo 
living museum in the municipality of Quezon, Bukidnon (with  ingenious irrigation systems).  
 
The second type would be the rolling uplands that cascade into coastal fringes near the urban centers of 
eastern Misamis Oriental. Coconut- based multi-story farming systems dominate the coastal fringes. In the 
rolling areas, farmers apply smart soil conservation practices in acidic upland soils. Communities have long 
applied effective soil and water conservation methods involving naturally occurring grasses as vegetative 
soil erosion control strips. This was later on fine-tuned by research institutions (e.g. ICRAF), and referred 
to as natural vegetative strips. 
 
The third is the agricultural landscape in island ecology. In this case, the volcanic island of  Camiguin where 
high value crops like lanzones is valued for its sweetness and the natural farming ways to produce the fruits 
and their contribution to the overall forest cover and wildlife habitat in the island.  
 
Issues.  Abaca farmers complain about lower prices due to transport and marketing challenges. The 
introduction of high yielding varieties and production systems to meet a rapidly growing external demand 
is starting to worry them.  New varieties for high value crops may be less resistant to pests and diseases but 
could affect the social systems associated with traditional production methods. 
 
Changes in climatic pattern have resulted to occasional long dry spells, and lanzones quality is affected at 
times.  Pests like aphids are attacking some lanzones groves. IP communities also worry about the delays 
in registration of their approved CADTs- the final step to ensure security from land conversion. 
Prospects for dynamic conservation. An increasing number of local governments exposed to projects that 
deal with environmental protection want to protect their remaining forests and wildlife habitats. Several of 
these LGUs have launched ecotourism initiatives that bring attention to biodiversity conservation.  In spite 
of delays, comprehensive land use planning and zoning remains a major opportunity to protect sensitive 
areas from over development.   
 
The legal mandate for IP representation in the local legislative council is apparently being implemented 
conscientiously in Bukidnon province. This would complement efforts among IP groups and NCIP to 
strengthen ancestral domain management. The Department of Education is consulting with tribal leaders to 
develop IP-engendered curriculum for IP children. The social science community is also active in the region 
particularly in documentation of indigenous knowledge.  An example of this is the practical method 
developed by Dr. Vel Suminguit of Central Mindanao University, with a Subanen community, to document 
ethno botanical knowledge that is both very participatory and utilizing advances in ICT.  
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There are academes and NGO based initiatives to conserve native rice germplasm, and the natural 
germplasm selection for suitable abaca varieties is being started. Simple ways to conserve soil and moisture 
are also available.  
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Table 8 SUMMARY LIST OF CANDIDATE SITES IN REGION 10  
 

TOWN/BGY/PA AND QUICK DESCRIPTION 

ETHNIC 
AND 
POSSIBLE 
GIAHS 
CATEGORY 

KEY 
REFERENCE
/ CONTACT 

PERSON 

TOTAL 
SCORE 

RAN
K 

1.All towns 
of Camiguin 

The Island Province of Camiguin is composed of five (5) Municipalities, 
as follows: 1) Mambajao (Capital Town); 2) Catarman; 3) Sagay; 4) 
Ginsiliban; and 5) Mahinog. Camiguin is an Island of about seven (7) 
volcanoes and the two (2) most active ones are: 1) Mt. Hibok Hibok in 
Mambajao; and 2) Old Volcano in Catarman. The first recorded eruption 
of Mt. Hibok Hibok is 1827, followed by 1862. In 1871, earthquakes and 
rumbling sounds disturbed the northern end of Camiguin, which resulted 
to landslides and destroyed trees and plantations of abaca and lanzones.  
 
In December 4, 1951, the volcano unleashed boiling lava and poisonous 
gases towards the western Mambajao, that created a huge swath of lahar 
fields, which is visible in Yumbing, part of the Indigenous Cultural 
Community (ICC). The original inhabitants of the island are the Monobo 
Tribe from mainland Mindanao. Right now, there are still IPs in 
municipalities of Sagay, Ginsiliban, and Catarman. The old lanzones trees 
found within the Ancestral Domain of the Kamigin Tribe in Sagay and 
Ginsiliban, are believed to have been due to the wildlife that feed on 
lanzones (i.e., bats, chivet, monkeys, and large birds); and acting as 
natural agents of seed dispersal.  
 
The traditional lanzones farming, particularly, within the Ancestral 
Domain of the Kamigin Tribe in Sagay and Ginsiliban, are not provided 
with any fertilizer or chemicals for pest control. Over the past centuries 
during the Spanish occupation of Camiguin, lanzones has always been part 
of the landscape.There is no record showing how and when, the lanzones 
started to grow in Camiguin.  
 
The eight (8) days celebration of the annual Lanzones Festival in 
Camiguin is Province-wide and is undertaken in Mambajao, the Capital 

Kamigin 
Tribe 
(including 
non-IPs): 
Traditional 
Lanzones-
based 
Farming 
Systems 

1) Engr. 
Renero G. 
Torion, PAO, 
Camguin 
Province; and 
2) Dr. Rowell 
Ubalde, NCIP 
Service 
Center, 
Sagay, 
Camiguin 
Province 

23 1 
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Town of Camiguin. The said Festival is the expression of thanks and 
gratitude by the “Camiguingnons” to the Almighty, for the bumper harvest 
of the sweetest lanzones in the whole Country.  

2.Claveria, 
Misamis 
Oriental 

The precurser of the current Natural Vegetative Filter Strips (NVFS), in 
Claveria, Misamis Oriental, is the Natural Vegetative Strips (NVS). This 
agronomic practice has been going on for about three (3) decades now. 
However, the NVS enhanced version of the tradition practice of the 
Bukidnon Higao-non Tribe in Claveria, Misamis Oriental, as well as in 
other tribes of Bukidnon. The said traditional Higao-non practice is done 
by just simply leaving some strips of land along the slope untouched to 
hold the soil in-place, while at the same time, acting as the dumping area 
for organic farm wastes.  
 
The NVS, as what is currently referred to, is simply laid out by leaving a 
50 cm of strips along the contour unplowed. This approach has low labor 
requirement for establishment and maintenance. This approach, if 
appropriately done, has been found-out to be effective in reducing soil loss 
by up to more than 90%. In addition, it also reduces the competition 
effects to adjacent field crops, while it enhances infiltration of water into 
the sub-surface. One (1) of the ways of doing it is by combining the Corn 
production with Setaria (legume), and with the trees (i.e., Yemane).  
 
The NVS can also be pure napier grass, as source of fodder for the 
livestock. The other combination for the alley cropping is: Muzizi; 
Banana; and Cassava. There are more combinations and options that the 
farmer can choose from, under the current NVS.  

Bukidnon 
Higa-onon: 
Indigenous 
natural 
vegetative 
strips 
(precursor of 
NVS) 

Dr. Agustin 
Mercado, 
ICRAF, 
Claveria, 
Misamis 
Oriental 

20 2 

3.Saluringan
, Catablaran, 
Tumanigon, 
Calakapan, 
and 
Kulasihan, 
Cananga-an, 
Cabanglasan
, Bukidnon 

Umayamnon Traditonal Abaca Fiber production using the naturally 
growing abaca species within the area (i.e., a) Danganon or Alamay, b) 
Halayhay, c) Idag, and d) Tangungon). The said abaca species have no 
reported diseases and ithas grown in open areas within the natural forest. 
After the area between Pantaron Range and Umayam River was 
devastated by the logging company (i.e., Valderama and Sons), the said 
naturally-growing Abaca species expanded. Since time in memory up to 
the present, fiber production out of the said Abaca species, have been the 
major source of income for inhabitants of the said Sitios of Cananaga-an, 

Bukidnon 
Umayamnon: 
Traditional 
Coffee 
Production 
Heritage 
Systems 

Datu 
Mansibihan 
(Roger 
Linggay), 
BUKDA 
Member; or 
Datu Sangku-
an, BUKDA 
Chairman, 

19 3 
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Cabanglasan, Bukidnon (at least 25 families); particularly, the Bukidnon 
Umayamnon Tribe.  
 
The traditional technology used for the fiber production has not changed 
up to the present. The location of the said naturally-growing is not 
contiguous, but in patches within the open areas of the natural forest. 
Approximately, there are still about 200 ha of the said Abaca Species 
within the said Sitios of Cananga-an, Cabanglasan, Bukidnon; which is 
within the Ancestral Domain of the Bukidnon Umayamnon Tribe. 
 
It takes about 2 years from the time the Abaca suckers come out from the 
ground, until it is ready to be harvested for Abaca fiber. By that time, at 
least 2 Abaca plants will be ready for harvesting. After 3 months, the same 
Abaca plant will be ready for the follow-up harvesting of another 3 Abaca 
plants. Harvesting or "panghag-ut," is done manually using the sharp bolo, 
and locally-assembled fiber desiccators or "lagitan." The current buying 
price of the dried Abaca fiber is P40/kg at Cananga-an, Cabanglasan, 
Bukidnon.  

Cabanglasa, 
Bukidnon  

4. 
Miyarayon, 
Talakag, 
Bukidnon 

Tala-andig Traditonal Coffee Production using the "Red Borbon" Coffee 
(Arabica Variety?), and the "San Ramon" Coffee (Arabica Variety?). The 
practice has been ongoing for about 75 yrs, since the time when American 
Missionaries first entered the area. There are at least 100 families of the 
Talaandig Tribe thatare still engaged in this livelihood.  
The said Coffee varieties have no known diseases and the original Coffee 
trees are now big trees, growing within the partially shaded areas of the 
foothills of Mt. Kalatungan (about 1,200 m altitude). The highlang Coffee 
beans from the said area are known to be of uniquely sweet aroma, and in 
the past, the Starbucks Coffee were among the buyers of their Coffee 
Beans.  
The location of the Coffee Trees are spread-out in small patches (with 
about 100 trees each), depending upon the old planting practices of the 
Talaandig upland farmers. The current market of the dried Coffee Beans 
from Miyarayon is the Monks Blend in Malaybalay City, at about 
P130/"ganta" or about P100/kg.  
The ripe beans are hand-picked from the large Coffee Trees (which needs 
some ladder of climbing). As soon the ripe Coffee Beans are gathered, 

Tala-andig: 
Traditional 
Coffee 
Production 

Datu Rio 
Besto, 
Chairman, 
MILLALITR
A, 
Miyarayon, 
Talakag, 
Bukidnon 

18 4 
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they are being de-pulped manually by anyone of these methods: a) 
Manually by hand; b) "Asud", using the "Losung" and "Hal-u"; c) Rotting 
of outer peeling of the beans; or d) by drying the freshly harvested beans. 

5.Sto. 
Domingo, 
Bukidnon 

     0 
 

6.Impalutao, 
Bukidnon 

The bamboo plantation in Impalutao, Malaybalay City, was originally 
established as Giant Bamboo research demonstration area of the DENR 10 
Ecosystems Research and Development Services (ERDS). Eventually, it 
was turned-over to the community for their care and maintenance, 
including the proper management of the area. Impalutao is mainly 
inhabited by the Bukidnon Tribe, but now, it is already filled with non-IP 
migrants.  

Bukidnon 
(including 
Non-IPs): 
Bamboo-
Based 
Cropping 
farming 
systems 

Ms. Myrna 
Decipulo, 
ERDS, DENR 
10, Cagayan 
de Oro City 

18 4 

7.Mt. 
Malindang, 
Misamis 
Occidental 

The Zamboanga Peninsula is originally the home of the Subanen Tribe. 
Currently, they spread-out thoughout Zamboang del Norte, Zamboanga 
del Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay, and Zamboanga City. The largest Ancestral 
Domain of the Subanen Tribe is within the Mt. Malindang (A Protected 
Area). In their traditional farms, they practice the so-called Multiple 
Cropping or Poly-Culture Farming Systems. The Subanen Tribe works 
with the Mt. Malindang PAMB in the management of their Ancestral 
Domain. 

Subanen: 
Traditional 
Multiple-
Cropping/ 
Poly-Culture 
farming 
systems 

Dr. Dioscoro 
Melana, RTD 
PAWCZMS, 
DENR 9, 
Pagadian 
City; and 
Zamora, et. 
al., 2011 

18 4 

8.Lantapan, 
Bukidnon 

The Talaandig Tribe lives in Mt. Kitanglad, their Ancestral Domain. Just 
like the six (6) other Tribes of Bukidnon, they have their unique Cultural 
and Traditional Systems, including religious Beliefs and Customs.  
 
They have their respective Indigenous Knowledge, Systems, and Practices 
(IKSP). Respect for nature and the environment, is just among the many 

Talaandig: 
Traditional IP 
Life 

Datu 
Victorino 
Saway, 
Lantapan, 
Bukidnon 

17 5 
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things that come natural to the IPs of Bukidnon, because this already 
deeply ingrained, and is part their life-support systems.  

9.Coastal 
Towns, 
Misamis 
Oriental  

Since time in memory, the Coastal Towns of Misamis Oriental from 
Cagayan de Oro City towards Gingoog City are practicing the Coconut-
based Farming System. In some cases, these Coconut Farms are grown in-
combination with Lanzones Trees, Coffee, Corn, and Banana. 
 
The Coconut farmers are being assisted by the Government through the 
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA), of the Department of Agriculture 
(DA). The multiple uses of Coconut palms make this crop deserves much 
attention, particularly, in making it into an economically- sustainable 
cropping system. 

Bukidnon 
Higa-onon 
(and Non-
IPs): Multiple 
cropping 
farming 
systems 

PCA, DA 10, 
A. Luna St., 
Cagayan de 
Oro City 

17 5 

10.Kibalaba
g, Manalog, 
Busdi, and 
Caburacana
n, 
Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon 

Traditonal Abaca Fiber production using the naturally growing abaca 
species within the area (i.e., Alamay and other Abaca Species). The said 
abaca species have no reported diseases and it has grown in open areas 
within the natural forest. Since time in memory up to the present, fiber 
production out of the said Abaca fiber, have been the major source of 
income for inhabitants of the said Barangays of Malaybalay, Bukidnon; 
particularly, the Bukidnon Higao-non Tribe.  
 
The traditional technology used for the fiber production has not changed 
up to the present. The location of the said naturally-growing Abaca is not 
contiguous, but in patches within the open areas of the natural forest. 
Approximately, there are still about 300 ha of the said Abaca Species 
within the said Barangays of Malaybalay, Bukidnon; which is within the 
Ancestral Domain of the Bukidnon Higa-onon Tribe. 
 
It takes about 2 years from the time the Abaca suckers come out from the 
ground, until it is ready to be harvested for Abaca fiber. By that time, at 
least 2 Abaca plants will be ready for harvesting. After 3 months, the same 
Abaca plant will be ready for the follow-up harvesting of another 3 Abaca 
plants. Harvesting or "panghag-ut", is done manually using the sharp bolo, 

Bukidnon 
Higa-onon: 
Traditional 
Abaca 
Management 
Heritage 
Systems 

Datu 
Alimpolos 
(Apolonio 
Timbangan), 
Chairman, 
BUHITA, 
Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon  

20 2 
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and locally-assembled fiber dissicator or "lagitan".  The current market for 
the said Abaca fibers is Malaybalay City.  

11.Impaluta
o, and some 
remote 
Upland 
Brgys of 
Malaybalay 
City, 
Bukidnon 

Since Time in memory, the Higa-onon living within Impasug-ong, and 
some remote upland Bgys of Malaybalay City have already been into the 
Traditional Coffee Production System. The Traditional Organic Coffee 
Production Systems has been among the top priority livelihoods for the 
Bukidnon Haga-onon, despite lack of support from the Local Government 
Unit (LGU). 

Bukidnon 
Higa-onon: 
Traditional 
Coffee 
Production 
Systems 

Datu Apolinio 
Timbangan; 
Chairman, 
BUHITA, 
Malaybalay 
City; Tel: 
09261609781 

20 2 

12.San 
Fernando, 
Bukidnon 

According to the resource person, the Matigsalog Tribe in Calagangan, 
San Fernando, Bukidnon are still practicing the Cotton Weaving. 
Apparently, the Cotton seeds have been brought Calagangan sometime in 
the 40s, from Davao City. Up to now, some old women of the Matigsalog 
Tribe still know how to spin Cotton and are using this material for the 
weaving of their indigenous clothes. The Group of Dr. Linda Burton of the 
Anthropology Department of Xavier University, Cagayan de Oro City, is 
helping with logistics, the Matigsalo Tribe of Calagangan revive and 
enhance the said practice.   

Matigsalog: 
Sustainable 
Cotton-Based 
Farming 
Systems  

Dr. Linda 
Burton, 
Anthropology 
Department, 
Xavier 
University 

17 5 

       0 
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EXAMPLE FROM REGION 10 - NORTHERN MINDANAO 
Natural Lanzones Farming in the Volcanic Island Of Camiguin  

 
Since the 1871 earthquake, farmers in the fragile volcanic island of Camiguin have been raising probably 
the sweetest and most sought after variety of lanzones (Lancium domesticum) in the country. They are 
raised through strict natural farming methods. While lanzones farms in mainland Mindanao have suffered 
from pests and diseases, Caimiguin lanzones are generally free of these.  
 
Occupying almost 10% of the total area of the islands, lanzones trees are grown in each backyard. Through 
dispersal by wildlife,   they also blend with the remnant forests, thereby contributing to the overall, unique 
island biodiversity.  
 
The terrestrial wildlife mischievously partakes of the sweet fruit at certain types of the year, to the dismay 
of some farmers, but it also signals that fruits are perfect for harvesting. Yearly, the island people hold an 
8 day Lanzones festival to celebrate bountiful agriculture. 

Figure 5 Natural Lanzones system in Camiguin Island.  
 
On the fertile pockets of land in between the many volcanoes in the island, communities maintain their 
groves of lanzones (Lancium domesticum). They are reputedly the sweetest, nationwide. The lanzones 
system forms part of the rich island biodiversity. When wildlife taste the fruits, it is a sign they are ready 
for harvest. A lanzones festival is celebrated yearly drawing many local and international tourists.  
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6.5. Region 2 Cagayan valley – Initial list of Potential NIAHS sites 
 
Due to Project time and manpower constraints, there was no consultation conducted for Region 2. A 
literature review combined with Key Informant interviews was conducted however to identify Type 1 sites 
– IP based Agroforestry systems. These are indicated in the table  
 

Table 9 SUMMARY LIST OF CANDIDATE SITES IN REGION 2  
CANDIDATE 
LANDSCAPE  

Key Features Related to GIAHS 

1.Nueva Vizcaya 
Sante Fe, Aritao and 
Kayapa,  

 
CADT NO RO2-STF-
0406-045 (Kalahan 
Educational Foundation, 
2008)-    The ancestral 
domain covers two 
municipalities in the 
province of Nueva 
Vizcaya. AREA: 
31,457.058 
  

 
A total of 18,000 hectares are devoted to agricultural production majority 
of which is planted to palay covering irrigated, rainfed and upland areas. 
Some are devoted to vegetables, permanent crops as well as temporary 
crops and few are devoted to swidden farms and fishpond.  The primary 
source of livelihood for the Kalanguya-Ikalahan is the swidden farm. The 
method of dry cultivation appears in the ancient myths and rituals with 
both taro and yams being planted. Camote, ginger, gabi, cassava, 
vegetables and broom straw are the major crops. The fallow period is 
between 2-3 years. Pigs and chicken are the primary livestock along with 
goats, cows and horses.  
 
Outstanding agricultural features include the indigenous sweet potato 
production systems that concurrently help in soil conservation and soil 
fertility maintenance. Improved fallow methods enhance soil regeneration 
during fallow periods. The community maintains and cultivates wild fruits 
that serve as materials for locally processed fruit products that find their 
way in Manila markets.  
 
The Kalahan community maintains a governance system that protects and 
regenerates their natural forests, and maintains agriculture sustainability 
by combining both beneficial traditional practices and information from 
science. The practices are sustained partly by incorporating the same in 
the local Academy run by the community. The Kalahan system served as 
an early model for ancestral domain management in the Philippines. It has 
also been recognized by several international groups  

Pantayan, Mahatao, 
Batanes (Group 2006) 
Located in Batan Island 
with a total land area of 
1,290 has covering 4 brgys 
Indigenous Population: the 
Ivatan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agriculture- consists of 493.05has. or 38% of the total land area of which 
21.3573 has. Are covered by the CARP. This are devoted to rootcrops, 
cereals and high value crops involving 12 species. The municipality has 
been supplying vegetables and other crops to the neighboring towns of 
mainland Batan. The farmers practice multi-cropping and adopt several 
cropping patterns. Data from the DA report that almost 80% of farming 
households plant ubi and tugue with vegetables around the farm. The 
harvest is usually followed by garlic, onions and vegetables. Relay 
cropping with camotes is intercropped with corn. Farmers are not keen on 
using inorganic fertilizer; they allow the farm to fallow.    The production 
of Ubi receives significant attention and care. It is because ubi is the 
principal staple food and enjoyed social customary prestige in Ivatan life. 
Part of the rituals involved is the forest regeneration cycle. Tree seedlings 
are grown on the farm and the Ivatan farmer knows the different species of 
trees that can fertilize soil and those which need to be weeded out. 
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CANDIDATE 
LANDSCAPE  

Key Features Related to GIAHS 

Key perceived issues: a) Growing dependence on imported goods paving 
way for cash economy; b) 31% of Mahatao land is severely eroded; c) 
Inadequate capital for agriculture-related enterprise; d) Harsh weather 
conditions resulting to shift in livelihood options; e) Absence of marine 
sanctuary; f) Lack of documentation and information on cultural heritage 
and limited initiative in protection; g) Erosion of culture because of 
western oriented media; h) No resources for restoration; and i) no tourism 
plan. 

BASCO BATANES, SAN 
ANTONIO ( Group 2008) 
 
Geographical Location: 
Located on Batan island. 
Geographically it is near 
Taiwan. It is the political 
and economic capital of 
Batanes.  
 
The ancestral domain of 
Batanes has a total area of 
3,500 hectares covering 
the entire municipality and 
6 barangays. Populated by 
the Ivatan 
 

Traditional agricultural practices cover practical concerns that adapt to the 
harsh conditions. Such practices include as seed storage and germination, 
crop rotation of multiple species, natural pest management, timing of 
harvesting and safe food preparation.  There are two communal ranches, 
partly providing buffer stock for meat in the municipality. There is a fish 
sanctuary.   
 
The community maintains an elaborate work cooperative (labor sharing 
system) which is considered a matter of social obligation. The system is 
comprised of families that allows them to build houses, on farm works, 
fisheries and disaster relief.  There are at least 4 types of labor sharing 
schemes governed by type of task at hand. 
 
Ivatan artisans produce metal crafts that they use for weeding and 
harvesting crops. Artisans produce gold ornaments with distinct designs 
and techniques. 
 

3.Ivana, Batanes 
(ADSDPP, 2004) 
 
The municipality is the 
oldest town in the 
province. It is composed of 
4 barangays has a total area 
of 1,811.84  
 
Populated by the 
indigenous people called 
the “Ivaneos”, Ivatanen is 
widely spoken by the 
people. 
 
 
 

Ivana has more than 900 hectares of agricultural lands planted with the 
following crops: ubi, tugue, bawang and camote. Other crops include fruits 
and vegetables for subsistence.  Most crops are cultivated in Ivana for home 
consumption and vegetable production is seasonal. Major crops grown are 
ubi and tugue grown in one cropping season. Camote planted from August 
to December yields the best quality tubers. Camote planted during the rest 
of the year has been observed to be of less quality (fibrous).  
 
Majority of the households engage in swine rising. The communal 
pastureland is overgrazed mainly because of its accessibility to office 
workers who are part time cattle raisers. Privately owned pasturelands 
remain partly utilized because of unpaved farm to market roads. There is 
decrease in livestock due to the fact that it provides cash due to frequent 
social entertainment , more farmers are shifting to swine raising because of 
the shorter period needed to tend to them; lack of government program to 
sustain cattle production; prohibition against free ranging cattle in 
communal land and authorities are not restricting consumption of female 
cattle. 
 
A marine sanctuary has been established in 2003 through the representation 
of the San Vicente Fishermen-Farmers Association.  An assessment of 
various fishes was undertaken via a resolution of the Sangguniang Bayan 
in 2007.  The Ivaneos still use traditional fishing equipment like 
fishing nets, spear gun and the tataya or native sea craft. There are 
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CANDIDATE 
LANDSCAPE  

Key Features Related to GIAHS 

agroforestry areas that can be found in Barangay Radiwan specifically in 
Sitios Nakurang, Dibtong, Reyna and Niyoy. There are 92 species of plants 
found in the forest area which are known to be commercially useful. 
 
  
Perceived  Issues and Concerns: a) Low crop production; b) Limited 
irrigation facilities; c) Availability of soft loans for fishermen; d) 
Diminishing cultural heritage awareness; and e) Preservation of cultural 
heritage sites 

4. Uyugan, Batanes 
 
It is a sixth class 
municipality with four 
barangays namely 
Kayuganan, 
kayvaluganan,Itbud and 
Imnajbu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agriculture is the basic means of livelihood of the municipality. Majority 
of the population are farmers engaged in fishing, poultry and livestock 
production. Out of the total area of 1,577.38 has. Uyugan devotes 41% or 
648.38 has. To agriculture, 26% is forest area and 22% is devoted to special 
uses and 9% for others. Steep slopes and non-suitability of soil as well as 
typhoons and climactic conditions affect production.  
 
Like all other towns of Batanes, the areas are affected by frequent typhoons 
and rootcrops are not exposed to the effects of typhoon and do not need 
irrigation. It can be planted in any type of soil and even steep slopes. Major 
crops include ubi, tugue, camote/sweet potato, cassava etc. bulb crops 
(garlic, onion and ginger) are high value crops. Garlic is cultivated for 
commercial purposes, it is exported to the mainland if there is surplus. 
Other crops are rice, corn, coconut, sugarcane, coffee and nuts. Also 
peanuts and mongo are cultivated.  
Most of the crops are for home consumption and the surplus is fed to the 
backyard raised swine. 
 
Families own micro-enterprises that include vinegar-making, pottery 
making, metal craft/blacksmithry, basketries, hat weaving (klugong) and 
variety of stores. The Ivatans of Uyugan engage in fishing but mainly for 
home consumption and for supplemental income. Livestock and poultry are 
two sources of additional income and can be considered as 2 profitable 
industries. Farmers usually raise animals in open grassland adjacent to their 
farm lots.  
 
Issues and concerns: a) Formal recognition of ancestral domains; b) 
Preservation of cultural heritage - the erosion of culture because of low 
appreciation by the younger generation due to influence of modern 
technology; c) Difficulty of procuring the barit and other materials used for 
traditional houses; d) Decreasing number of vernacular houses and kalusan; 
e)Poor condition of farm to market roads; f) Improvement of Fish landing 
Ports; g) Solid Waste management; and h) inadequate program for disaster 
risk reduction. 

5.(6)Itbayat, Batanes 
(ADSDPP C. W., 2004) 

 
The ancestral domain of 
Itbayat-Ivatans has a total 
land area of 89,163.4154 

The ancestral waters of the domain covers 80,000has. During the wet 
season,  there is  a natural sea tunnel that builds up through wave action has 
a  nozzle-spray seawater  which reaches 50-100 meters high sprays 65% of 
inland areas of the municipality affecting the farm production.  
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CANDIDATE 
LANDSCAPE  

Key Features Related to GIAHS 

has. Covering six islands 
and their iselts namely 
Itbayat, Di’nem, Siayan, 
A’li, Di’tarem, Misanga 
and Mavulis.  

 
 It has been tagged as the 
geographical head of the 
country. Only Itbayat is 
inhabited and the rest of 
the islands and islets serve 
as fishing stopovers and 
pasturelands. The Itbayat-
Ivatan speak their own 
language (itbayaten). One 
of the endangered 
languages in the Pacific 
rim. 

The traditional houses were built to withstand typhoons and hurricanes, 
their boats were designed to navigate and wrestle with the treacherous 
seawaters and currents and their navigating skills were tired and tested in 
the Bashi Channel. The Itbayats have traditional knowledge on forecasting 
the weather to cope with the harsh environment.  
 
Land used for agriculture comprise a total land area of 2,601.46 has. (28%), 
while forestland and pastureland comprise 35.91% and 30.56% 
respectively.  Sloping terrain and well-drained soil supports its major 
agricultural products like root crops, bulb crops, rice, corn and vegetables. 
The farmers practice inter-cropping, especially rice, garlic and corn, Garlic 
is the only cash crop for farming and exported to the mainland. Households 
generally limit their production due to lack of markets. The municipality is 
self-sufficient in staple crops such as rootcrops but not rice and poultry, this 
are imported from the mainland. Farming systems are supported by an 
elaborate labor sharing system. They have craft-making skills in basketry, 
pottery, architecture and stonecraft. 
 
People recognize direction and space in the following dichotomous way: 
the east or varogan is the direction and space of life as relating to good luck 
while the west or kadpilan is the direction and space of death and bad luck 
and also monsoons which they detest. The north or asduxan is the direction 
and space which suggests the higher place (northern half of the island) 
where the mountain, Kaproovooban while the south or sayran is the 
direction and space which suggest the lower place (southern half of the 
island). Asduxan also implies something very valuable like gold while 
sayran, something heavy and immovable at the lower place. 

7.Sabtang, Batanes 
(ADSDPP C. W., 2004) 
 
It is the third largest 
municipality of Batanes 
with a land area of 
4,375.67 hectares. 
Indigenous People 
  
The Isabtang speak 
Ivatanen, a language 
endowed with a lot of oral 
history. They are skilled 
boatfarers and seafarers. 
They also cultivate 
rootcrops, bananas, 
sugarcane and local fruits. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Isabtang speak Ivatanen, a language endowed with a lot of oral history. 
They are skilled boat farers and seafarers. They also cultivate rootcrops, 
bananas, sugarcane and local fruits. Historical accounts show that Sabtang 
is a warrior society. One leader named Aman Dangat has been named hero 
of Batanes. 
 
It has a total agricultural land of 564.79 has. which is around 13has of the 
municipality’s total land area? Agricultural crops grown in the municipality 
are uvi, are mango, atis, calamansi, suha and guava.  tugue, sweet potato, 
cassava and gabio, grains like corn and upland rice, fruits and vegetables 
and a few legumes like mongo, pole sitao, cowpea and peanut are grown. 
The industrial crop sare sugarcane, pineapple, banana and coconut. 
Perennial crops include mango, atis, calamansi, suha and guava. 
 
Rootcrops have been the staple food since time immemorial followed by 
rice. Garlic is considered to be a cashcrop exported to manila but because 
of the GATT production has dropped. Other crops planted are onions, 
squash, tomato, eggplant, pechay, cabbage, kangkong and spinach. 
Coconut is planted to the largest area followed by banana and pineapple 
and sugarcane.  On hilly land, the dominant crop is ubi-camote with corn-
yam (ubi), planted in January and harvested in October or November. They 
used to plant camote intercropped with corn immediately after harvest, then 
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CANDIDATE 
LANDSCAPE  

Key Features Related to GIAHS 

 they used to fallow for 3-5 years after harvesting the camote and corn. 
Farmers practice at least 7 types of rotational cropping. 
 
Pottery and Metal craft as well as handicraft are still practiced. Pottery is 
used for cooking, keeping food and beverages and as burial jars. Metal 
crafts are used for farming and fishing. The Vakul or woven headgear is 
the most distinct handicraft. There are other head gears and baskets which 
are indigenous to the Ivatan. Most of the nominated core zones in the 
UNESCO World Heritage List is located in sabtang.  
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Example from Region 2 – Cagayan Valley 
Kalahan Agro forest System - Model for Dynamic Conservation 

 

The Kalahan Ancestral Community represented by the Kalahan Educational Foundation in Imugan Sta Fe, 
Nueva Viscaya, is a remarkable for its many practices that potentially meet the criteria for Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems of GIAHS. Here we find good examples of “dynamic 
conservation“. 

The community maintains a sustainable agricultural and forest management system that aims to effectively 
tap local knowledge for modern day agricultural challenges. An example is the sweet potato system. Aside 
from source of healthy food, its planting system is the main strategy used to conserve soil and improve soil 
fertility the steep farm lands. A sweet potato genebank is maintained of over 100 varieties. Native wild 
fruits are processed into fruit preserves and jams. The Kalahans have also developed a means of improving 
the fallow system so that the fallow period is practically reduced from the traditional 15 years to 7 years.    

The community established their own Kalahan Academy to instill cultural pride while providing the 
necessary educational preparations for higher education or vocational courses. The high school curriculum 
of the academy manned by kalahan teachers, includes subjects on forest ecology so that students are better 
prepared to manage the agro-forest resources within the reserve. The Kalahan experience has become a 
model for Philippine Government programmes involving community participation in forest management.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 Example from the Cagyan Valley (Region 2): The Camote (Sweet potato) system in Kalahan. 
The kalahan farming community plant so many different varieties of Camote (over 15o are in their local 
genebank). The plant also serves as an age old biological soil conservation agent and soil conditioner. 
Camote is also part of an improved fallow system. The system is able to reduce the fallow period from 15 
to 7 years, thereby doubling the agricultural land in the community at any one time. 
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7.0 WAY FORWARD AND RECOMMENDATIONSFOR RECOGNITION AND DYNAMIC 
CONSERVATION  

7.1 Recognition Of Important Agricultural Heritage Systems  
 

Once NIAHS sites are identified the next challenge is how to give them due recognition so that they can be 
conserved and supported . Once recognized,  on site support interventions need to be put  in place .  

The multi-sectoral national and regional workshops in CAR, MIMAROPA, Region 7 and Region 10 (cited 
in Section 6) identified potential candidate sites. At the same time these workshops identified the key issues 
that have a bearing on the sustainability of potential GIAHS or NIAHs sites and their ability to provide 
beneficial public goods to society. These include the following: 
 

 Loss of habitat for agrobiodiversity due to land use conversion, disaster and climate change  
 Agricultural Intensification due to population growth and revenue generation goals  
 Declining interest and capacity among host (GIAHS/NIAHS) communities  

 Inadequate government and public awareness and appreciation of the practical value of ABD   
 
To address these challenges the consultative workshops pointed to the following recommended strategic 
options that would recognize these sites.  For now the strategic options take advantage of existing policy 
frameworks, rather than aim for new policies which will take a long time to establish. Advocates for the 
dynamic conservation of potential candidate NIAHs sites can choose any of the following strategic options 
below.   
 

Table x . Range of possible recognition systems for NIAHS* 

Strategic Options for different 
situations  

Legal Basis 
and Key 
Agency  

Key process  involved to establish recognition  

1. Include sites with NIAHS 
features in the management plan 
of a  Protected Area (PA)  

NIPAS LAW 
./DENR  

DENR to include areas within PAs that have NIAHs 
characteristics as part of the planning protocols for 
PAs.  Protected Area Management Boards of PAMBs 
may then include such  areas to characterization as 
well as to  planning and budgeting processes   

2. Include as part of Ancestral 
Domain Support Services Plan 
(ADSDPP) supported by a 
Certificate of Ancestral Domain  
(CADT)  

IPRA LAW  
/N CIP  

Include NIAHS attributes in the documentation of 
Indigenous Knowledge Management systems   

 

3. Include as part an indigenous 
community conserved area 
(ICCA) 

IPRA  Identification and declaration as an ICCA and 
uploading the same information to a UN based  
international registry  

4. Includes as part of Network of 
Protected Areas for Agriculture 

AFMA /DA  Land use Zoning by LGU and affirmation by DA  
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and Agro Industrial 
Development  NPAAD)  

5. Declare as local cultural heritage 
zone in the LGU Land use and 
zoning plan  

 

Local Govt 
Code 

Enhanced 
CLUP 
guidelines 
under the 
HLURB   

Implement the newly promulgated guidelines of the 
Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board or HLUDB 
which factors biodiversity in the prescribed processes 
for comprehensive land use planning (CLUP)  

Include areas with NIAHS features as a distinct 
conservation zone under the Comprehensive land use 
plan  of the LGU  

6. Declare as a National Cultural 
Property or  heritage zone  

National 
Heritage Law 
of 2009 
/NCCA  

Inclusion of NIAHS oriented guidelines in the current 
implementing rules and regulations for recognizing 
cultural property. On this basis , recognition of 
NAISH sites by the National Museum as a National 
Cultural Property of Heritage zone following the 
prescribed review process   

 
Strategic Option 1 (as part of a PA) may be used for candidate sites that are within Protected Areas. The 
key actor is the DENR (to develop the rules) and Protected Area Management Boards or PAMBs (for actual 
planning)  
 
Strategic Options 2 (Ancestral Domain) and 3 (ICCA) may be used in areas declared as Ancestral domains 
(AD) or are in the process of being declared. They can also be used in ADs that fall within Protected Areas. 
The key support actor would be the NCIP   
 
Options 4 and 5 may be used in either AD or non-AD areas. The key support actor is the LGU, following 
its land use planning processes. The DA would have a key support role in terms of technically delineating 
areas as part of agricultural land use planning process.  
 
Finally, Option 5 may be used in situations where the candidate site has strong national value. It can be 
applied in any of the situations above. The key actors are the National Commission for Culture and Arts 
and the National Museum, with support from the DENR and the DA. 
 
7.2 Dynamic Conservation Actions  
 
Concurrent or subsequent to the recognition of NIAHS candidate sites several program support 
interventions have also been recommended for the dynamic conservation of these sites. At least three sets 
of recommendations have been forwarded following the principle of dynamic conservation as advocated 
by the GIAHS initiative: 
 
a) Accelerate documentation, communication and public appreciation of local knowledge and indigenous 
knowledge systems and practices including the agriculture heritage contained therein. Examples of specific 
actions include:  

 Stock taking of IKSP documentation already done  

 Determine lessons learned in current efforts for documentation  

 review and update current guidelines for both process and content of IKSP  

 Develop a national program of work to document IKSP especially   
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 Identify and provide training support to IP based documenters  
 Identify from trustworthy institutions and help IP based documenters  
 Promote the establishment of Community Registry of IKSP, 

 Full implementation of the DepEd IP education program  
 
b) Assurance of land ownership and resource access. This includes acceleration of the processing and 
registration of CADTS in areas where IP based agroforest heritage are located. Examples of specific 
actions include: 

 Accelerate the registration of CADTs under the Land Registration system 

 .Accelerate the identification of candidate ICCAs and facilitate their adoption in both global 
and national registry 

 recognition of indigenous forest management systems (IFMS) as legitimate forest regulation  
system as currently being piloted in the Cordillera  

 
c. Provision of appropriate agricultural support services to areas with potential heritage agriculture 
value 

 Establish overall policy (EO) and implementing guidelines for guiding in situ and ex situ 
conservation, management  and utilization of PGRA 

 Update inventory and characterization and mapping of heirloom varieties , crop wild 
relatives and other underutilized crops  and communicate information to key decision 
makers 

 Establish DA policy to support farming communities who harbour NIAHS as well as ABD. 
Such policies may include improving access to credit and extension as well as certification 
of organic farm products 

 Review and strengthen current safeguards for GMO importation, trials and production 
practices and reconcile with the Organic agriculture Law 

 
As of December 2013, several initiatives have been undertaken to begin to implement the above proposed 
strategies. Among the notable examples: 

 
 The Philippine Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (PBSAP) is being updated as part of the 

Philippine commitment to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The updated PBSAP 
will now include a new theme on Agro biodiversity. The theme includes setting up of targets to 
establish a network of important agricultural heritage sites which are high in agrobiodiversity. The 
updated PBSAP will guide both public expenditures as well donor support for biodiversity.  

 The NCCA, National Museum, DA and DENR are currently preparing a draft MOA to guide the 
establishment of a Nationally Important Agricultural Heritage System or NIAHS.  

 A government – non government consortium is pushing for the accelerated establishment of 
indigenous community conserved areas (ICCAs) which will recognize and support the efforts of 
indigenous communities to protect their ecosystems high in biodiversity including agricultural 
heritage. 

 There are increasingly growing effort to promote farmer based, in situ conservation of traditional 
varieties of rice sweet potato, taro and vegetables. Please also see box  
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 There are two pilot sites in Ifugao that aim to demonstrate the strategies for dynamic conservation 
These are in the municipalities of  Kiangan and Hungduan  

 The Provincial Government of Ifugao is revising the master plan for the Ifugao Rice Terraces (IRT). 
This revision will also build on the experience of the 2 GIAHS pilots sites in the towns of Kiangan 
and Hungduan 

Please refer also to a separate a complementary document entitled: “Policy Recommendations towards a 
national system for recognition of nationally important agricultural heritage sites and support for their 
dynamic conservation”   
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Glossary 
 
Agricultural heritage- A type of heritage revolving around traditional agricultural practices.  
 
Agricultural heritage system - An agricultural heritage that is based on both multifunctional ecosystems 
and cultural heritage. Under GIAHS , it meets 5 criteria. 
 
Agrobiodiversity - The variety and variability of animals, plants and micro-organisms that are used directly 
or indirectly for food and agriculture, including crops, livestock, forestry and fisheries. It comprises the 
diversity of genetic resources (varieties, breeds) and species used for food, fodder, fibre, fuel and 
pharmaceuticals. It also includes the diversity of non-harvested species that support production (soil micro-
organisms, predators, pollinators), and those in the wider environment that support agro-ecosystems 
(agricultural, pastoral, forest and aquatic) as well as the diversity of the agro-ecosystems. (FAO, 1999a) 
 
Ancesral Domain – As defined by the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act ( IPRA ) refers to all areas generally belonging to 
[Indigenous Cultural Communities] ICCs/IPs comprising lands, inland waters, coastal areas, and natural resources 
therein, held under a claim of ownership, occupied or possessed by ICCs/IPs, by themselves or through their ancestors, 
communally or individually since time immemorial,  
 
Biodiversity - Biological diversity means the variability among living organisms from all sources including, 
inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are 
part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. (Convention on Biological 
Diversity) 
 
Climate change adaptation - anticipating the adverse effects of climate change and taking appropriate action 
to prevent or minimize the damage they can cause, or taking advantage of opportunities that may arise 
(http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/index_en.htm) 
 
Crop wild relatives - are plant species which are more or less closely related to crops. They are the 
repositories of genetic variation that can be used in breeding new and better adapted crop varieties that are 
resistant to stress, disease and more importantly the impact of climate change. (Biodiversity International) 
 
Cultural Heritage- All the beliefs, values, practices and objects that give a place its own specific 
character. Practices can refer to customary rituals and ceremonies. Objects can either be tangible or 
intangible 
 
Dynamic conservation - is all those actions which are directed towards sustaining otherwise decreasing 
rates of use, towards sustained yield management, or towards increasing sustained use 
(http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/giahs/PDF/Draft_Framework_GIAHS_Dynamic__Conservation.
pdf)  
 
Ex situ conservation - is the conservation and maintenance of samples of living organisms outside their 
natural habitat, in the form of whole plants, seed, pollen, vegetative propagules, tissue or cell cultures. 
(http://www.bgci.org/ourwork/ex_situ/) 
 
Germplasm - It  is an individual, group of individuals or a clone representing a genotype, variety, species 
or culture, held in an in situ or ex situ collection 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/giahs/PDF/Draft_Framework_GIAHS_Dynamic__Conservation.
pdf) 
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Heritage - refers to something inherited from the past (Wikipedia) 
 
In situ conservation - is the conservation of species diversity within normal and natural habitats and 
ecosystems ecosystems (http://www.bgci.org/ourwork/Ecosystems/) 
 
Local knowledge - is a collection of facts and relates to the entire system of concepts, beliefs and 
perceptions that people hold about the world around them. This includes the way people observe and 
measure their surroundings, how they solve problems and validate new information. It includes the 
processes whereby knowledge is generated, stored, applied and transmitted to others. 
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/007/y5610e/y5610e01.htm) 
 
Landscape -  comprises the visible features of an area of land, including the physical elements 
of landforms such as (ice-capped) mountains, hills, water bodies such as rivers, lakes, ponds and the sea, 
living elements of land cover including indigenous vegetation, human elements including different forms 
of land use, buildings and structures, and transitory elements such as lighting and weather conditions 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape) 
 
Potential candidate NIAHS site - A site where an agricultural heritage system exists, subject to 
verification. It can be declared formally as such by various legal instruments ( see main report).. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


